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Lesson for June 15 in this issue 
Matthew 27 : 1-66. 





Lesson 11.—Jesus on the Cross. 
Notes on Open Letters: 


112:7, 8). Wrong fear is, indeed, like any other sin; 
it is to be taken straight to God for his cleansing. 
“What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee,” sang 
David at another time (Psa. 56:3). But we do not 


own song in the night was this wondrous word of 
Saviour to sinner: “Verily I say unto thee, To day 
shalt thou be with me in paradise.” 
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there was difficulty in keeping them accurate after 
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In the blackness of the hour of tragedy of Christ’s 


the electric clock, and it is an impressive parable of 


1 spiritual truth. There are various electric clocks, and 
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were sneering as he hung there: 


OW often do we stop to think of what our buy- 
H ing problems would be without advertising ? 
Those who read the advertisements know the how, 
why, and where of products old and new. The ad- 
vertising columns are the directory of purchasing 
today. The regular reading of these columns in 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will abundantly dem- 

onstrate this. 























Grace 
By H. Cromwell McKinney 
VOICE divine, that breathed across the waters 


O. hast Thou deigned to work again that wonder, 
To shed Thy beams on this dark heart of mine ? 


Voice that shall cry from Olive’s riven summit 
And in a day a nation’s faith subdue: 

Thou soughtest out a dusty Syrian highway 
To win a single proud, gainsaying Jew! 


And on the formless world caused light toshine ! 


“He saved others; 
himself he cannot save.” Even God had to turn away 
from him as he bore the sins of the world. And in 
this hour of the greatest sorrow on earth and in 
Heaven that has ever been known, as this Son of 
God and Prince of life was about to die, there came a 
moment of unspeakable joy, both in Heaven and on 
earth. Just a short time before, the Lord had said 
in his public teaching, “There is joy in the presence 
of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.” 
As the sinless Saviour of the world and two sinners 
hung there on crosses at Calvary, one of these sinners 
repented. One of the crucified and dying malefactors 
confessed his sin, acknowledged that he was receiving 
“the due reward” of his deeds, declared the sinlessness 
of Christ, confessed him as Lord, and turned to him 
in faith saying, “Lord, remember me when thou comest 
into thy kingdom.” A sinner had repented on Calvary, 
and as a commentator writes: “Was ever faith like 
this exhibited upon earth? It looks as if the brightest 
crown had been reserved for the Saviour’s head at his 
darkest moment! The dying Redeemer speaks as if 
he himself viewed it in this light. It was a ‘song in 
the night.’ i 


It ministered cheer to his spirit in the’ 


Power Stations—your power station. Accuracy 
again! Daily, continuously, there the Master Clock 
is brought in time with the Observatory and the stars. 
The Master Clock commands the generators. The 
huge generators turn at a speed which is exactly and 
accurately controlled. Regularly, precisely, the elec- 
tric pulsations are transmitted to—the marvelous 
little motor —the ‘Telechron.’ This Telechron motor 
is the heart of the Revere Clock. Its power directly 
drives the hands. With accurate precision, thé Tele- 
chron synchronizes with the generators controlled by 
the Master Clock which, in turn, corresponds exactly 
with Observatory computations.” The result is a clock 
in home or office or shop which will, without the touch 
of human hands, run from year to year without the 
variation of more than a few seconds from the sun's 
time in the heavens. It is a parable of the way in 
which God would have the lives of his children on 
earth controlled by his heavenly will. We pray, “Thy 
will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.” He will do 
it if we will let him. We need but to keep in touch, 
moment by moment, with the heavenly power of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to know continually by faith the 


er: experience of the Psalmist, “My times are in thy 
as midnight gloom that now enwrapped it.” Our Lord’s hand.” 
That Voice which sleeping millions shall awaken 
Called out one name in Bethany’s bleak close. . e 
So unto me the Word of Life was spoken : 


«¢ Come forth !’’ I heard; and my dead soul arose, 
° 








An Unsuspected Sin 


When need a .child of God be afraid? When 
is it necessary for the Christian to have the experi- 
ence of weakening fear or terror? The answer in 
God’s Word seems to be plain: never. Then the hymn 
is right that tells us: “Arise, my soul, arise; shake 
off thy guilty fears.” Are fears really guilty? It 
may surprise us to realize that fear is guilt. Not 
that fear of the Lord which means reverential and 
loving trust in him; but that fear which is really 
unbelief, lack of trust in the all-sufficient love and 
power of our God. When we realize what God has 
already done for us in the gift of his Son and his 
death and resurrection in our behalf, and what he has 
pledged himself to do for us continually by his never 
failing intercession and his keeping power, what is 
there for us to fear? David had learned the secret: 
“The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall 
I fear? the Lord is the strength of my life; of whom 
shall I be afraid? . .. Though an host should encamp 
against me, my heart shall not fear: ... for in the 
time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in 
the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall 
set me up upon a rock” (Psa. 27:1-5). This is a 
joyous keynote of all the Scriptures in their ringing 
assurance to the believer. “In God have I put my 
trust: I will not be afraid what man can do unto 
me. Thy vows are upon me, O God: I will render 
praises unto thee” (Psa. 56:11, 12). The man upon 
whom are God’s vows has nothing to fear, if he con- 
tinues to trust in God. “He shall not be afraid of 
evil tidings: his heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord. 
His heart is established, he shall not be afraid” (Psa. 


Seven Words About the Holy Spirit 


W KNOW that God is an intelligent being, 


dealing with intelligent beings in an intelligent 

way. God does not usually first touch the 
emotions, but he works through the intelligence to 
the heart. There can ‘be little hope for anyone who 
desires to be filled with the Spirit, unless he willingly 
believes what God has already done for him. 

There are seven words in Scripture that God uses 
to describe the purpose of the coming of the Holy 
Spirit and his work, 

1. He Is a Gift—“‘And they of the circumcision that 
believed were amazed, as many as came with Peter, 
because that on the Gentiles also was poured out 
the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 10:45). The 
Holy Spirit is God’s gift to each child of his, regard- 
less of age, sex, condition, intelligence, place of resi- 
dence or former manner of life; promised by the Lord 
Jesus himself before he ascended to the Father. The 
Holy Spirit is a gift and can be received only as any 
gift is received, with thanks. You nev - struggle for 
a gift, neither can you work for it. The only thing 
that can be done is to receive it. 

And when is this gift received? 

“Ti then God gave unto them the like gift as he 
did also unto us, when we believed on the Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Acts 11:17). Most of us are ignorant of 
the wealth God has given to all who believe on the 
Lord Jesus. Unknown to most of us, God gave us 
the Spirit of his Son Jesus when we believed that 
Jesus Christ carried our sins in his own body on the 
cross, when we believed that God put our sins on him, 





This editorial is the second in a series by L. L. Legters, 
Field Secretary of the Pioneer Mission Agency, on “The 
Simplicity of the Spirit-Filled Life.” Further articles 
will appear in frequent issues. 


when we received Jesus Christ as our Saviour; then, 
at that time, God gave us his Spirit, and we were 
the recipients of this marvelous gift, the Third Person 
of the Trinity. 

He has not left us since that time, nor has God 
taken from us his Holy Spirit. “For the gifts and the 
calling of God are not repented of” (Rom. 11: 29). 
Our failures, our sins, our ignorance have not caused 
God to change his mind. Our failures and faithless- 
ness do not change God's attitude about the gifts he 
gives, for long before the gift was given he knew 
precisely the kind of person to whom he was giving 
the Holy Spirit, and that person’s desperate need. 


2. He Indwells—“Or know ye not that your body 
is a temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you, which 
ye have from God? and ye are not your own” (1 
Cor. 6:19). This gift is a person who lives in every 
believer. There is not one believer in the Lord Jesus 
Christ in whom the. Spirit does not live. -This is the 
glorious fact which, when once recognized and known, 
makes the difference between success and failure in 
life and service. 

Paul asked the Corinthians whether they knew this 
fact. There was a time I did not know it. The 
Holy Spirit meant nothing to me, and I thought noth- 
ing of him or of his presence in me. Then one day 
I decided I would believe the Book. I would believe 
that the Holy Spirit lived in me. I began to thank 
God that it was true. Morning and night, whenever 
the thought came to my mind, I thanked God that 
his Spirit lived in me. Today I know he lives in me. 

Beloved, will you also enter into a covenant with 
your heart that you will actively believe God's Word, 
and begin to thank him? Begin today to practice 
the presence of God... Thank him that he lives in you, 
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that your body is the temple of God. When you do, 
many things you now allow in your life may be seen 
to be hideous sins. Some will slough off, others you 
will cast away. . 

One thing that needs t- be known by all Chris- 
tians today is that the Holy Spirit lives in them. If 
each young Christian knew this fact the young peo- 
ple’s problems of today would be solved. 


3. He Is a Seal.—This gift that lives in us is God’s 
seal. “And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, in 
whom ye were sealed unto the day of redemption” 
(Eph. 4: 30). 

The Holy Spirit identifies us as God’s. Moses 
asked: “For wherein now shall it be known that I 
have found favor in thy sight, I and thy people? is 
it not in that thou goest with us, so that we are sep- 
arated, I and thy people, from all the people that are 
upon the face of the earth?” (Exod. 33:16.) The 
presence of ‘God is what identifies God’s people today, 
as in the days of old, from among the people of the 
world, 

His presence also secures. One purpose of a seal 
is to secure the thing sealed. We are sealed until 
the day of redemption, the day when the Lord Jesus 
himself comes to raise those who sleep in him and to 
change those who are awake into his own likeness. 
When we lay to rest those whom he has sealed, we 
lay away the temple of God, bought with his own 
blood, sealed until the day of redemption, a temple for 
which he personally is coming. 


4. He Is an Earnest—“In whom, having also believed, 
ye were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, which 
is an earnest of our inheritance, unto the redemption 
of God’s own possession” (Eph. 1:13, 14). This 
Holy Spirit who indwells each believer is also the 
earnest of our inheritance. Our inheritance suggests 
much for the future. 

When two Jews in’ the old days were bargaining 
about land, and the price to be paid was agreed upon, 
the seller stooped down, took up a handful of soil 
and gave it to the buyer. The buyer had the “ear- 
nest”; when the price was paid he received the “in- 
heritance.” But now he had a sample and could, by 
analyzing the soil, know just what he was to get. 

So each of us, though we are neither buyer nor 
seller, now have the earnest of our inheritance, the 
Holy .Spirit, and when he is yielded to and we are 
filled by him we have a foretaste of the peace and 
rest and joy of the future. He is the pledge of the 
fulfillment of all God’s promises to us, his pledge for 
the full enjoyment of all the eternal inheritance that 
comes to us as heirs of God and joint heirs with 
Christ. 

He is also the present pledge of the coming of 
the Lord for us, and of the sure resurrection of our 
bodies. 

5. He Is Our Anointing —“Now he that establish- 
eth us with you in Christ, and anointed us, is God; 
who also sealed us, and gave us the earnest of the 
Spirit in our hearts” (2 Cor. 1:21, 22). So many 
earnest Christians are constantly asking God for an 
anointing, ignoring the fact that God has anointed 
each beloved child of his. One reason, perhaps, is 
that they think that with the anointing there would 
come a great power. They forget that anointing was 
always an official matter, and that only kings and 
priests were anointed with the. holy oil. “But ye 
are an elect race, a royal priesthood” (1 Pet. 2:9). 
Chosen of God, redeemed to be kings and priests unto 
God and the Father. This is not a future matter, it 
is a present life. We are anointed of God. Let us 
bow before him in gratitude that he chose us from 
among men to anoint us for this royal service. 


6. He Is Our Baptism—The Lord Jesus promised 
his disciples before he left a baptism of the Holy 
Spirit. “For John indeed baptized with water; but 
ye shall be baptized in the Holy Spirit not many 
days hence” (Acts 1:5). Ten days later the Holy 
Spirit-came upon them at Pentecost. It was the ful- 
fillment of the “ye shall be baptized” promise. On 
that day the body of Christ was formed. The be- 
hevers were welded into one organism. They unitedly 
became the sanctuary of God. As individuals and 
as a group they were the temple of God, the body 
of Christ—and since that time there have been 
added such as are being saved. “For in one Spirit 
were we all baptised into one body, whether Jews or 
Greeks, whether bond or free; and were all made to 
drink of one Spirit” (1 Cor. 12:13). The Bible 
distinctly informs us that we as~believers have been 
baptized. It is not something to be sought for, but 
something to be thankful for. How soon, how very 
soon, many of you who read this would be filled with 
the Holy Spirit if now you rejoiced in the six things 
God has done for you, and if you poured out your 
hearts in thanksgiving to God for his love gift to 
you. Shall we thank him before we go further for 
what he has given us, for what he did for us when 

rst we believed? How much more will he not do 
if we now believe his Word! 

7. Be Filled—Last comes the command, “Be filled 
with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18). 

We all know it is a sin to get drunk. Do we all 
agree that it is as much a sin not to be filled 
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with the Spirit? It is a sin against the longing 
heart of God, for he longs to fill us. 

What makes the water flow from hydrants and taps 
with such force? It is the longing of the great pent- 
up dam in the hills to seek an outlet. And in much 
the same way, only with an intelligent, loving long- 
ing, God yearns to fill you with his ‘Holy Spirit. 
His command is, “Be filled with the Spirit.” He de- 
sires that this be our normal state. 

Will you not thank him that he longs to fill you, 
that he seeks you in order to fill you? If he could 
have his way just at this moment he would fill you 
with his fullness. Thank him for this. Bow before 
him in quietness, let the Holy Spirit who lives in 
you cause you to realize God’s longing to fill you. 
But it is optional with you. You hold the key to the 
situation. 
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A Sten of the Lord’s Retara 


A Christian mother whose birthday occurred a 
few weeks ago told her little children that, instead of 
giving her birthday presents of the usual sort, she 
would like best as a birthday gift from each of them 
their memorizing some Bible verses; and she asked 
them to learn the closing part of 1 Thessalonians 4, 
verses 14-18. It is that wonderful passage of comfort 
that tells us that our loved ones who have gone to 
be with the Lord, having fallen asleep in the Lord, 
“will God bring with him’ when the Lord comes 
again, and “then we which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be 
with the Lord.” The learning “by heart” of these 
living words was the gift of the children to their 
mother on her birthday. 

More people are thinking and talking about the 
Lord’s return, it would seem, than ever before since 
he ascended from this earth and promised to come 
again. Is not this fact in itself a sign of his near 
return? We know that the Lord’s coming will be 
“as a thief in the night” to the world and to those 
who are unprepared. ‘But ye, brethren,’ writes Paul 
to the Thessalonian Christians and to all children of 
God, “are not in darkness, that that day should over- 
take you as a thief. Ye are all the children of 
light, and the children of the day: we are not of 
the night, nor of darkness. Therefore let us not sleep, 
as do others; but let us watch and be sober” (1 
Thess. 5: 2-6). 

The articles by Miss Christabel Pankhurst, which 
appeared in THE SuNpAyY ScHooL Times during the 
past winter on “Current Events in the Light of the 
Lord’s Return,” have made a profound impression 
and been welcomed by Christian people everywhere. 
Recent letters from Miss Pankhurst to the Times 
are characteristically interesting. She writes, in part: 

“These are important days for us who discern the 
signs of the times, with so many international de- 
cisions and developments pending — unconscious though 
the national leaders in all lands seem to be that 
there are prophecies to be fulfilled and that in some 
measure they themselves are fulfilling them. 

“The increasing belief of Christians that the Lord’s 
coming is near, and their persistent preaching of this 
news, is surely a sig:+ and a condition of his coming! 

“John the Baptist was a prophet and more than 
a prophet; we have none to compare with him, that 
one voice crying in the wilderness, ‘Prepare ye the 
way of the Lord —make his paths straight —and all 
flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ , 

“But does not this whole present-day movement of 
many, the crying of many lesser voices, fulfill the 
prophecy and the prophetic requirement of a heralding 
by messengers of the Lord’s coming? Of the mul- 
titude of present-day witnesses to the Lord’s imminent 
return can it perhaps be said, ‘If ye will receive it, 
this is Elias which was to come!’ 

“If we were to count those who today actually are 
heralding the Lord’s return we should be surprised 
by their great number. As for those who as yet 
see no opportunity to witness to it and are silently 
expecting the Lord’s coming, they are a great host. 
May not this widespread expectancy and many-voiced 
testimony be the chief of all the signs that He is nigh, 
even at the door! 

“In the meantime, might it not even break out into 
a great revival—the sort of revival the Lord is 
looking for; the announcement of his coming and 
kingdom in the very words of John the Baptist: 
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand’? But 
that revival will come or not as the Spirit of God 
may decidé. 

“Perhaps the darkness of the world must get darker 
still before some of God’s people feel that this truly 
is the hour that precedes the Dawn. Then they will 
join their voices to ours in the Advent message. Per- 


haps the mightiest preaching of this Gospel of the 
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kingdom (Matt. 24:14) will take place after we 
are called hence to be with Him where He is.” 

Readers of the TrmeEs will be glad to know that an 
article by Miss Pankhurst will appear in next week’s 
issue, and also that she has promised to write a new 
series of articles for this paper next autumn, inter- 
preting the latest events that may then be occurring in 
the light of Scriptural prophecy. She expects to 
return to America for another series of meetings, this 
time going as far west as the Pacific Coast; and those 
who would be interested in arranging for addresses 
by this gifted student of the Word of God may write 
her at 2 Elsham Road, London, W. 14, England; or 
in care of Mrs. T. C. Thomson, Chateau Apartments, 
Sherbrooke Street, Montreal, Canada. 
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The International 
Sunday School Convention of 1930 


As the time approaches for the Eighteenth Inter- 
national Sunday School Convention, to be held in 
Toronto June 23-290, Sunday-school workers will be 
interested in the Official Call which was issued by the 
International Councii of Religious Education early 
this year, as follows: 


INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Eighteenth International Sunday School Convention 
OFFICIAL CALL 


To the Friends of Christian Religious Education 
throughout the United States and Canada. 
GREETING: 

World-wide Christendom will commemorate in 1930 
the nineteen hundredth anniversary of Pentecost. 

This same year is the one hundred and fiftieth an- 
niversary of the founding by Robert Raikes of the 
Sunday-school which developed into the modern Sun- 
day-school movement. 

It is therefore most appropriate that there be held 
this year in the city of Toronto, Canada, the eight- 
eenth continental gathering of the friends of Christian 
religious education throughout the United States and 
Canada. 

The commission of our Lord, “Go . . . teach,” im- 
pelled the disciples to begin this holy ministry of 
teaching in Jerusalem among those who were sojourn- 
ing in that city from every nation; thus the church 
assumed the divine task which for nineteen centuries 
has grown in its significance and influence in the lives 
of men. 

The founding of that first Sunday-school in Glou- 
cester, England, in 1780 was another evidence of the 
leading of the Spirit in this teaching ministry; hence- 
forth the chief emphasis was to be laid by the church 
upon the developing lives of childhood and youth. 

The gathering of this International Convention in 
Toronto in this significant year, 1930, affords further 
opportunity to give impetus to this great cause, at a 
time when a widespread materialistic philosophy places 
wealth and worldly success above spiritual values. 

Therefore, we call the Christian forces of North 
America to assemble in quadrennial convention in To- 
ronto, Canada, June 23-29, 1930, there to face the 
wonderful opportunity of our day to extend the king- 
dom of God through religious education. 

To the clergy of all our churches in their manifold 
contacts with the growing lives of their parishes; 

To the teachers and officers in our Sunday-schools 
amid their many tasks and hopeful opportunities for 
cr. tive Christian leadership; 

To the leaders of the societies and clubs of many 
kinds that serve the youth of the church; 

To youth themselves as they find in the church their 
many-sided service; 

To the headquarters and field staffs with the editors 
and publishers of the Protestant communions that make 
up the International Council of Religious Education; 

To the interdenominational councils in States and 
Provinces that are the auxiliary agencies for this 
co-opera:ive task; 

_To the far-flung corps of workers in county and 
city and community councils of religious education 
wherein the forces of the local community are banded 
together for constructive ends; 

To the devoted women whose unstinted service has 
made the Sunday-school a power for good; 

Tot laymen whose loving leadership and generous 
gifts have sustained this movement throughout its 
history ; 

To educators in our public schools and colleges who 
sense the need of a religious under-girding for the 
Strain of modern life; 

To leaders in the growing movements for vacation 
and weekday church schools; 

To teachers and students in the colleges and sem- 
inaries where the future ministry of the church is be- 
ing trained; 

To the fathers and mothers whose love centers in 
as Potgaa children as symbols of the childhood of the 
worid; 

To the missionaries who have gone out from homes 
and churches in the United States and Canada to the 

(Continued on page 337) 


























Lesson for June i5 


THE.SUNDAY.SCHOOL TIMES 





331 








A Morning ina Japanese Sunday School 


Where paper walls are taken out to make room for more 

















By Opal Leonore Gibbs 








66 ENSEI! Sensei!” A_ strident little voice 
shrills on the spring morning air. ““Sensei— 
Honorable Teacher! Is it today that you have 

the First Day School?” 

How insistent the children are! Can they never 
remember what time the Sunday-school opens: But 
then how can one expect them to know,—how can 
one tell the time if one has no clock? ; 

“Sensei! Sensei!” The missionary recalls the pa- 
able of the three teaves and its teaching on impor- 
tunity. Suddenly there is a determined sound from 
regions below, a soft pad-pad of footsteps across the 
matting floor. It is Oba San—she will settle those 
noisy children and send them -scampering. Oba San 
is a treasure, having been maid to some missionary 
or other for thirty years or more. But the right of 
years and gray hair is making the old lady a bit too 
independent of late; she is likely to fall short when 
it comes to tolerating these mischievous city youngsters 
who are so different from the quiet-mannered children 
of her up-country days. 

With a sigh and a shiver, the missionary crawls 
slowly from her bed and slips out onto the closed 
porch. “Oba San,” she calls softly down the stairs, 
“don’t send the children away! Just tell them to play 
- the garden until we get up and have had break- 
ast.” 

“Hai!” The old lady agrees but in a disgruntled 
Itone. Then comes the sound of her vigorous opening 
of the night-doors below, and her raucous voice calling 


out, “You children are a great deal too early! Sun- 
day-schoel doesn’t begin for two hours yet. Why, 
the honorable Teachers are just arising. Now play 


in the garden quietly, quietly, —do you hear?’ 
“Hai! Hai!” —the shout of irrepressible boydom. 
The missionary smiles, then turns to her own sleep- 
ing children. “Faith! Betty! Get up, dears! It’s 
Sunday morning. Come, we must hurry!” 


Getting Ready for the School 


How is it possible to cram so much into two short 
hours? Dressing, never very speedy in so tiny a 
room, bed-making, putting to rights the entire upstairs, 
then the race down to Oba San’s breakfast — every- 
thing seems to take a great deal longer than it should. 
Mugi-mush tastes good on a spring morning; the 
tangerines and cocoa are better yet. It’s a little dis- 
concerting; though, to eat with black eyes peering 
through the lattice at every spot where there is a 
tear in the white paper, but one gets used to every- 
thing. The constraining love of Christ is sufficient — 
always. 

Breakfast over and Daddy gets the Book for morn- 
ing worship, in English, The same in Japanese will 
come later in the day, when there is time. A few 
verses are read and brief prayers are spoken. As soon 
as possible Oba San shuffles in to clear away the 
breakfast things, and when she is done, one end of 
the table is carried out onto the tiny back porch. The 
other end follows speedily and is deposited atop the 
first, upside down. Meantime Betty and Faith are 
lifting the chairs onto their heads and stacking them 
wherever convenient, in the dark kitchen, the square 
little hall, or out on the back porch. The one rocker 
is the most troublesome of all, for it is native-made, 
and has long curving rockers that stick through paper 
doors everywhere, so it is dropped right out onto the 
ground. The rockers can be cleaned afterward. 

The stove, unwanted now and surpassingly ugly to 
the Japanese eye, must remain, because there is really 
no other place for it. Ditto, sewing machine and desk. 
But the paper partitions being entirely removed from 
between the two rooms, considerable space is at last 
created. 

Now for the song rack, a great wooden affair, with 
hens’ tracks and pigs’ tails gallopping up and down 
the huge white sheets hung upon it. These are the 
hymns and they are written large enough for every 
eye to see. 

Little Faith is sent to clear out the lower entrance 
way, for at least forty pairs of muddy clogs will be 
left there, and the family footwear must all be hid- 
den away for the present. Betty tugs a cushion or 
two upstairs, and mother follows with an armiful of 
them, for of course almost-grown-up young ladies must 
never be asked to sit on the straw matting floor with- 
out cushions. Then little cards and papers are brought 
forth, and the basket to receive the offering. By this 
time the teachers have all arrived, and judging from 
the sounds that emanate from the garden, it is seeing 
bedlam let loose. 

But everything is ready at last, and the whole front 
of the house is lifted out, one paper panel after an- 
other. The narrow little veranda beyond adds yet 
three more feet of floor space for the pouring chil- 


Mrs. Gibbs has been a missionary in Japan and 
is planning to return this spring. In a recent let- 
ter to the Editor she told the following touching 
story : 


“One little girlie from a strong Buddhist home 
insisted on attending the Sunday-school at our 
house. After a few weeks the child was stricken 
with some dread disease, and taken to the hos- 
pital. She soon went out, not into the dark, but 
into the Light. For she was not in the least afraid, 
and such songs as ‘Jesus Loves Me’ were ever on 
her lips. At the last her little mind wandered— 
it seemed she was living over again the prayers 
of her dear Sunday-school teacher, for the very 
last breath ever drawn on earth came with a 
whispered glad ‘A-men.’ It was a_ beautiful 
prayer-ending to a little life that, a few weeks 
before, had known nothing but idol worship.” 








dren. And “pour” is just the word to use. The older 
ones are decorous enough, however, especially the 
girls, but boys in Tokyo love to scramble and scuffle 
just as much as they do in some other parts_of the 
world. 

“Shizukani O kaki nasai! Quietly sit down on the 
floor!” It is Takeda San who is speaking, whose 
twenty-one years have granted him unusual bigness 
of voice and person, which fact no doubt was more 
than a little responsible for his election to the office 
of superintendent. 

“Quietly, quietly!” he says again, and suddenly 
everything is quiet, and the long rows of packed 
kneeling children bend like wheat in a summer breeze 
as Takeda San closes his eyes for the opening prayer. 
Then eager expectancy is written on every round face 
as the missionary takes her place at the big music box. 
She casts a glance at the song sheet chosen, and starts 
out with a swing: 

“Kushiki Shu no hikari— There is sunshine in my 
soul today.” 

This is a general favorite and how the children do 
tune up! Buddhist neighbor women hear and come 
hurrying into the yard with button-eyed babies sway- 
ing on their backs. Late arrivals hear and come 
quickly from their games on the street, push open the 
garden gate, step up out of their geta and try to 
squeeze into a place somewhere. But ah, it is poison 
to the spirit, but room there if not! The superintend- 
ent notes the difficulty, pauses long enough to whisper 
something to Inouye San, his second in authority, 
who nods, then disappears at the side door. Around 
in the front hall, Inouye reaches over the heads of 
the late comers and kindly lifts out another partition 
for them. Ah, that is better. There is room now 
for twenty more, and here they come to fill it! 


“There is gladness in my soul today,” — 


This is something like! The face of the missionary- 
wife shines with this inner gladness as she pumps the 
little organ for all its worth. But Takeda San 
holds up his hand, and she stops, smiling. 


A Tactful Song Leader 


“You are not singing so well,” he cries, showing 
his wonderful teeth in a heartening grin. “Some of 
you open your mouths just a little, like this” — and 
placing his two palms together he opens the fingers 
ever so little. “You must open up wide, wide like 
an oyster, —this way,” and the facile hands illustrate. 
“Come now, let us make all the city of Ikebukuro to 
know why we have big joy in our spirits.” 

The response is tuneful but uproarious. After all, 
nothing pleases them better than to make the welkin 
ring with these joy-songs about the foreign Jesus. 

Another song, and it is a quieter one this time: 


Saviour, like a shepherd lead us, 
Much we need Thy tend’rest care. 


“Oh, you are. not soft enough—this is a prayer- 
song,” and Superintendent Takeda points to the song 
sheet. “Look well at the words, for we are going 
to sing it with shut eyes, very softly.” 

And sweet, so sweet that the eyes of the organist 
fill with happy tears, sound forth the beautiful words: 


We are Thine, do Thou befriend us, 
Be the Guardian of our way. 


How easy it is to go from such a hymn to prayer. 
It is Yoneda San who kneels, facing the children, and 
lifting his wide, black-sleeved arms to Heaven, lifts 
also the heart of every reverent person, young and 
oid, in intercession for the Presence on this day. He 


finishes with a devout “Amen,” which the children 
repeat together after him, then the little black sea 
of heads is raised for another song. Not all black 
though, and the eye of the missionary-mother singles 
out the two blond crowns that look so oddly out of 
place among the others. 

At last it is time for the division of classes. A 
long brown curtain divides the largest room into two, 
for the accommodation respectively of the Junior boys 
and girls. Up the steep stairway trudge two more 
classes, one to invade the missionary’s bedroom, and 
the other his study. A fifth, the oldest boys, takes 
Oba San’s sleeping room, which measures six by nine 
feet, and still another kneels on the floor of her liv- 
ing room, also six by nine. The infant class scurries 
into the foreign dining room where the ugly stove is, 
for in winter of course the littlest ones should have 
the warmest place of all. 

The organist has finished her task for the present. 
She will go with her husband to the back porch where 
they can listen to all the teachers at once and join 
in intercession for the services of the day. But no, 
Takeda San halts her: “Fear enters into me for 
troubling the honorable Teacher,” he begins with ex- 
aggerated politeness, “but the littlest ones have no 
teacher today. Shimidzudane San has pulled a cold 
and has a very great fever. Could you be so kind —?” 

“Oh, certainly, I'll try anyway.” And the mission- 
ary turns back to the dining room. | Twenty-eight 
multicolored little kimonos and one blue foreign dress 
are arranged in a double semi-circle on the floor, and 
twenty-nine pairs of eyes turn expectantly toward 
her. Teaching is a task of course, for her hours of 
language study have been much interrupted, but she 
can tell the lesson story, and after that, — well, there 
is always something to talk about to children. 

Today it is— let’s see — about the palsied man. And 
one of the big picture rolls, that long ago delighted 
the eyes of some American Sunday-school, holds ex- 
actly the right picture! She found it herself the night 
before and has placed it in readiness for today. 


Plum Blossom’s Wish 


Twenty minutes pass. The story is exhausted, along 
with the missionary’s vocabulary. “All right, children, 
let’s talk about Heaven,” she suggests, kneeling com- 
fortably on the floor in front of them. “One glorious 
thing about that beautiful place is that whatever you 
want most in this life, —if it is a good thing, — the 
dear Father will give it to you there. Now you tell 
me what it is you like most.” 
wr cakes!” shouts one greedy little 
ad. 

“Tangerines!” vociferates another. 

“A kite, a big, big kite!” screams a third. 

But one little apple-cheeked kiddie, of five years 
perhaps, gazes solemnly into the “green eyes” of the 
foreign teacher and declares, “I would like best to 
have Jesus Sama.” 

The teacher’s eyes fill with tears. Dear little Plum 
Blossom, — more than toys or goodies to eat, more 
than anything, it is to see the Lord Jesus that she 
wants. “And you shall have him,” the missionary 
assures her, “if you love him and mind his words 
now, you shall surely see him some day and he will 
love you very, very much.” 

The bell rings soon after that, a signal for parti- 
tions to be taken out again, and curtains pushed back. 
Down the stairs they come, and in from the other 
rooms, while the neighbors in the yard crowd as closely 
as possible to the sea of clogs that bounds the nar- 
row veranda. Superintendent Takeda is in high fettle, 
for there are 156 present today. he missionaries 
have said that if they keep on, the walls will surely 
burst out, and then the Lord’s people in America will 
have to help them build a chapel. 

“This is a wonderful lesson,” the leader booms with 
his tremendous voice. ‘A poor man, sick with the 
jerking disease, is brought today to the Great and 
Honorable Healer. And I suppose the people who 
carry him push their way rudely through the crowd 
at the door, as you boys do in Sunday-school some- 
times.” 

“No, 
at him. 
off the tiles.” 

“Ah, and when the hole is of the right size, I dare 
ov they chuck the poor fellow down through head 

rst.” 

“Tie —it is not so!” And the children rock with 
laughter. But they tell how it was done, —they know, 
every one of them. : 

“T see, I see.” Then ina more reverent tone, Takeda 
San goes on to draw forth practical truths: the need 
for boys and girls who will persuade others to come 


no!” The children shake their heads, grinning 
“They carry him up onto the roof and rip 
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to Sunday-school, and to Christ; the great need of 
getting our own sins forgiven first of all, and of being 
very sure about it. 

“Now we shall sing,” he says, “as you children come 
forward with your offerings for Jesus, —one row at 
a time.” And, softly at first, the old song begins: 

“Hear the pennies dropping, count them one by one.” 
Everybody has a copper ‘half-cent at least, and some 
put in silver. 


The secretary, a Middle School lad, has committed 
to memory his entire report of each class and of the 
whole, and being called upon, he gives it with gusto. 
There is a good deal of disorder as the tiny Scripture 
text cards are given out, and Superintendent Takeda 
grows very stern as he spies several mischief-makers 
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secreting their cards in kimono fronts, then innocently 
holding up their hands for more. But ordef is at 
length restored for the dismissal prayer. 

Then missionaries, teachers, Oba San, and all who 
are old enough to help, have their hands full in getting 
each child safely lowered from the long porch onto 
and into his own particular pair of footwear. The 
process takes time, but at last the honorable finish is 
reached, and the youngsters are started homeward. 
The workers turn then to greet the older people who 
are slowly gathering for Sunday morning worship. 

“The services are all so blessed,” whispers the tired 
missionary-wife that night, “but somehow the Sunday- 
school thrills me most of all.” 


Benp, Ore. 











A Lonely Skeptic and a Borrowed Bible 


How a one-time hater of Christianity found the comfort he secretly longed for 








There was no consolation in the works of Emerson, Walt Whitman, Ingersoll, and other unbelievers when the 


writer of this personal testimony was left alone in the world by the sudden death of his wife. 


bered THE BOOK. 


Then he remem- 


Last week he told how he got away from the faith, and in this second article he tells what 


brought him back. He will tell something of his Christian service in a concluding article appearing in an early issue. 


We had been much of the time alone, and now 

I was doubly alone. I can never forget my re- 
turn to our house after the funeral. It was in my 
mind to straighten things up a bit. How empty the 
house seemed, and how still! I stooped to pick up a 
flower on the floor that some one had stepped on. 
Suddenly the air seemed close and I felt stifled. I 
went outside to get my breath. I decided to put off 
the straightening up. 

I was invited out to dinner that evening. Several 
of our friends had arranged among themselves to 
“farm me out” for a few days. I was to go 
here one evening, somewhere else the next, and 
so on. They had agreed among themselves that “he 
mustn't be left alone in that house at this time.” 
Which was certainly kind of them. Most of them 
were Christians. Mentally I noted that fact. Also 
that some of these friends had prayed for and with 
my wife in the weeks of her illness, and that she had 
herself prayed. I believe now God heard those prayers. 

Naturally, however, these kind invitations couldn’t 
last long, and I soon realized that, the excitement 
over, I had to carry my burden of sorrow alone. 

It occurred to me about this time to rent the house, 
reserving one room to myself. To have people in 
the house would help some, I thought, even if they 
were strangers. This was a practical move, although 
just at the time it worked just the other way. For, 
as I had not foreseen, it involved removing my wife’s 
personal belongings from the rooms to be rented. 

This work took two days, and it was the most 
heart-breaking task I ever did in my life. It had to 
be done, and there was no one else to do it. My wife 
had been both utilitarian and sentimental. She had 
possessed a mania for saving things; things which, 
though useless at the time, might become useful “after 
seven years,” as the saying goes. Also we never went 
anywhere that she did not bring home a lot of trinkets 
“to remember the day by.” 

Well, I was doing the remembering now, and doing 
it all by myself. I had to go through trunks and suit- 
cases and closets and dresser drawers, and the accumu- 
lations I found were astonishing. It seemed endless. 
And every separate article was a fresh stab. Her 
busy hands and her personality were everywhere. The 
articles of wearing apparel that those closets and 
drawers gave up was past belief. And the stacks of 
old: letters, photographs, business papers, memoranda, 
receipts and what not could not be catalogued. 

A thousand tender associations of the past arose 
up and confronted me. Every item was a memory. 
Even the dates on the old newspapers under a carpet 
recalled the day when we had laid that carpet six 
years before. Again and again I was on the point 
of giving up the task. But it had to be done, and so 
I would begin again. I burned quantities of stuff, 
carried sackfuls to the basement, and sent for a sec- 
ond-hand clothes dealer to relieve me of clothing I had 
no room for. And then this man stole the only over- 
coat I had and carried it off with the rest. 

Never before in my life did I realize how utterly 
weak and helpless I was. The house was full of books. 
But now, in my hour of dire need, they were as dumb 
as oysters. There was a big, black, cloth-bound volume 
on Ingersoll’s lectures on a shelf. But the great 
agnostic’s superficial witticisms were not for this dark 
hour. There was Emerson; but his philosophical gen- 
eralizations could not ease my aching heart. There 
was Walt Whitman, but his alleged “poetry” had no 
message for me now. There was Mrs. Elizabeth 
Towne, but her New Thought vagaries only mocked 
me. All these and many others like them were like 
the friends of prosperity who desert you when the 


Te death of my wife was a tragic blow to me. 


white seas break over your bows and your ship rocks 
and trembles in a real storm. 

Suddenly one day, dimly sensing all this, I thought 
of THE BooK, the Bible. I believed there was one in 
the house, if I could only find it. I remembered that, 
months since, I had borrowed a Bible of a neighbor 
who had moved away, leaving it on my hands? I had 
been writing something and had wanted a Scripture 
expression. (It is common among many writers to 
assume a familiarity with the Bible they do not pos- 
sol Frequently they only make themselves ridicu- 
ous. 

I hunted almost breathlessly for that Bible. Finally 
I found it. 

I began aimlessly turning the leaves of this bor- 
rowed Bible. I was almost totally ignorant of it. 
I, a man of books all my life, could not have answered 
questions about God’s Holy Word that a Sunday- 
school child should have answered. 

But the Spirit directed me, and God began to speak 
to me through his Word. I found the Shepherd 
Psalm, and I read: “Yea, though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; 
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they com- 
fort me.” 

I read in the eleventh of John where Jesus, speak- 
ing to the grieving Martha even as he was now speak- 
ing to me, said: “I am the resurrection, and the life: 
he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live: and whosoever liveth and believeth in 
me shall never die.” 

Farther over in John I found where the Master 
reassured his disciples, with those comforting words: 
“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, 
believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many 
mansions: if it were not so I would have told you. 
I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and pre- 
pare a place for you, I will come again, and receive 
you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may 
be also.” 

In the seventh chapter of the Revelation I read: 
“They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; 
neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. For 
the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall 
feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains 
of waters: and God shatl wipe away all tears from 
their eyes.” 

Still again, in Revelation 21, I read: “And God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain: for the former 
things are passed away.” 

I read and read. I was fascinated, thrilled. I felt 
rested, soothed, comforted — it was like Mother’s hand 
of old on my fevered brow. It was wine and oil 
poured into bleeding wounds. It was God’s Holy 
Spirit speaking through the living Word. I didn’t 
understand it, nor did I try to analyze it. I had no 
thought of becoming a Christian—not then. But it 
reached the spot; it had a message no other voice had. 
“It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profit- 
eth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they 
are spirit, and they are life.” 

The same Spirit that led me to open the Word led 
me to seek spiritual help elsewhere. Naturally the 
church was what I first thought of. I began to attend 
church; first one, then another; now here, now there. 

And here I ran into difficulty. I didn’t find at first 
just what I wanted. Of course I didn’t know just 
what I wanted. I was groping in the dark. I was 
traveling in strange ways. If one church didn’t suit 
me, I tried another. 

One church, which I will not name, a*popular Oak- 
land church, I finally pinned my hopes upon. But it 
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disappointed me. The pastor was an able man, a 
fluent, eloquent speaker. I went there several times, 
even attending some of the secondary church gather- 
ings. It was a busy place, as busy as a factory. Effi- 
ciency seemed to be the slogan. Everybody had some- 
thing to do and did it. There was a bewildering 
multiplicity of committees and sub-committees —a 
splendid, well-oiled machine. 

But one Sunday evening’s “service” finished me, 
so far as that church was concerned. They had “put 
on” a free-for-all discussion of current economic and 
social topics, participated in by Socialists, I. W. W.’s, 
union labor leaders, “uplift” women’s clubs, and so 
on. Anybody that had anything to say could say it. 
I was disgusted. For a long time I had been “fed 
up” on that sort of thing. I was a bit hazy as to just 
what it was I did want, but I knew it wasn’t sociology. 

I tried other churches. I tried the Salvation Army, 
where there was a captain who sang beautifully. I 
liked the singing, but still I missed the “something” 
I had no name for but wanted desperately. 

I went everywhere I could think of except to the 
Y. M. C. A. I passed that up without trying. I 
classed gymnasiums and night schools along with 
economics and psychoanalysis and I walked on the 
other side of the street. My mind was pretty well 
developed (perhaps overdeveloped), and my body was 
fairly well taken care of. It was my undernourished 
soul that needed attention, though I was then only 
dimly aware of it. : 

Details must be omitted. But finally, after weeks 
of going here and going there, and constantly reading 
the Word, I arose one Monday evening in a humble 
Pentecostal mission down toward the Oakland water- 
front, and in low, hesitating words I asked them to 
pray for me. 

They did so, though at first with no result. I went 
home that night in an awful state of mind. Satan 
told me I had started something I couldn’t finish. He 
reminded me that I had ridiculed Christianity for 
yer 3. and suggested to me that it was impossible for 
me to believe those things and live that life. He re- 
minded me of the two writers’ clubs that I belonged 
to, and pictured me before them in ‘my new light. 
The thought caused the cold chills to run down my 
back. He said they would vote me a case for a 
lunacy board, all of which I well knew. 

I spent a terrible night. I couldn’t go forward, 
I couldn’t go back. -I had simply made a fool of 
myself. It seemed to me—and I believe it was liter- 
ally true —that little imps of hell perched themselves 
about the room that night and made faces at me 
in the darkness. 

I slept almost none at all. But in the morning, pot- 
tering about and wondering what I should do and 
which way to turn, suddenly a voice, almost audible, 
said to me, sweetly and quietly, “Why don’t you pray? 
God will hear you, God will help you.” Sure enough, 
this was an idea. I hadn’t thought of that. Up to 
that moment not a word of prayer had passed my lips. 

So, like a drowning man grasping at straws, I 
dropped on my knees by my bed and lifting face and 
arms to God I prayed for help, promising him that 
I would do anything, anything! 

Like a flash from Heaven the answer came, and 
my heaviness and gloom vanished. I felt as light as 
a feather. A warm glow ran all over me from head 
to foot and to my fingers and toes. 


“Oh, the joy of sins forgiven, 
Oh, the bliss the blood-washed know!” 


That joy and that bliss were mine! I wept for 
sheer joy most of that day. 


(To be continued) 
we 


Holding the Class During Vacation 
By Anna B. Bryant 


FTER the annual scattering during vacation there 

is, of course, the actual coming back, which isn’t 
accomplished, frequently, till well into October or later. 
Even then, often, it seems to the troubled teacher 
that the class might well be described as “not all 
there.” It takes so long to dispel the witching dreams 
of the summer sojourn and get down to business. 
Perhaps a little forward look, and a little definite 
planning might appreciably hasten this process. 

A well-written invitation from. the class secretary 
is often the first thing thought of by way of prepara- 
tion, but there is something that comes before that. 

Away back in June or July some teachers arrange 
a pleasant little “Good-By Social” by way of giving 
a good send-off to those who are planning to go 
sooner or later, and to afford the home-stayers a 
chance to make little parting presents if they please, 
like. the Bon Voyage packets or tokens that every 
traveler by sea or land cherishes so much from the 
home folks. One teacher who has long encouraged 
this affectionate little custom testifies to its worth in 
cementing class friendships, and speaks of the friendly 
notes and letters that help so much to keep class in- 
terests in mind during the time of separation. 

A “Correspondence Pledge” is another innovation 
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that vastly helps this teacher to keep in touch with the 
absent members and the whole class to keep in touch 
with one another until the rallying day when they are 
all pledged, if possible, to meet again, Not much is 
required, but a minimum of two letters is asked and 
promised on the part of each rover —‘one to the teacher 
herself (parts uf which may. or may not be read to 
the others, at discretion), and one to the girls, with a 
view to sharing their good times and so keeping up 
class interest and enthusiasm. Of course, responses 
are in order from the stay-at-homes, and it is a point 
of friendly emulation to see who can write the best 
and jolliest letter. When the “Home-Gathering Social” 
comes (about a week before the annual school Rally 
Day), these letters are read and voted upon, a prize 
being given to, the most deserving. 


.s This annual jubilation is but the prelude to more 


S 


serious planning of fall and winter work. The great; 
point is to get the class together, enthusiastically and’ 


on time, and the bait of fun and jollity is one of the 
best lures in any fisherman-teacher’s outfit. 
Roxsury, Mass. 
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The Sunday School Convention 
(Continued from page 330} 
ends of the earth with the passion to make disciples 
of all the nations; 

To those with faith to believe that this Convention 
may become the turning point in the history of our 
cause, out of which may come vast new currents sweep- 
ing men onward and upward as they build together 
the kingdom of our God and of his Christ; 

To these and all others whose prophetic hearts an- 
swer to the challenge of him who said “Go... teach,” 
we hereby issue this call to gather in Convention in 
the beautiful and hospitable city of Toronto, Canada, 
June 23-29, 1930. 


THE INTERNATIONAL CoUNCIL oF RELIGIOUS EpUCATION 


Russell Colgate, President of Convention 

Robert M. Hopkins, Chairman, Executive Committee 
L. W. Simms, Chairman, Board of Trustees 

J. L. Kraft, Treasurer 

Hugh S. Magill, General Secretary 


For information concerning enrollment, accommo- 
dations, and the like, please write to the International 
Council of Religious Education, 22nd Floor, 203 North 
Wabash Ave., Chicago, 
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From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


HERE are two words in the Greek New Testa- 

ment that might well be set in contrast: charisma 
and charagma. The one is the gift of God: the other 
the sign-manual of evil. The one is the source of 
love: the other the badge of hate. The twelfth chap- 
ter of 1 Corinthians deals with the gifts, charismata, 
of the Spirit and in the last verse of the chapter Paul 
writes, “Covet earnestly the best charismata,” and 
then describes in the following chapter, the thirteenth 
of 1 Corinthians, the one that surpasses them all, the 
gift, or charisma, of love. ' 

In Revelation 13 we read of the charagma. It is 
the mark of the therion, the beast. It connotes what 
is earthly, sensual, devilish. It is finding illustration 
in the present-day persecution in Russia. It stands 
for hate. Here, too, none may buy or sell without 
th: mark, without identifying themselves with a god- 
less state and an atheist theory of life. People’s taxes 
on corn are raised because they attend Bible meet- 
ings. They are afraid to go to church lest they lose 
employment. By 1933 all churches wil! be closed. 
The mails are being barred to Christians, whose let- 
ters are destroyed undelivered. Christians are shut 
out of profit-making work. Their children are refused 
admission to higher schools unless they formally re- 
nounce in writing the Christian faith of their parents. 

“T, —+—__—-, so many years old, liv'ng in such 
a street, break off all relations with my father with 
whom I have nothing more in common and with 
whom I wish to have nothing further in common. 
Signed ————————.”) 

The charayma of atheism is stamped on foreheads. 
Men are allowed to think atheism only. It is stamped 
on hands. Unless atheist these hands cannot labor 
for bread. With no intention of identifying this 
charagma of the beast with Russian circumstance 
solely, one cannot but recognize its applicability here. 
There are many Antichrists, and the Soviet system 
is to be ranged in the number. Now is their power 
and the hour of darkness. It is the time of the 
charagma. “And after these things I saw another 
angel come down from heaven, having great power; 
and the earth was lightened with his glory.’ That 
will be the time of the charisma of love, of the out- 
pouring of the Spirit, the time of the kingdom and 
King of love. 


New Hampton, N. H. 








The spread of Satanic propaganda 
from Moscow 








The Red Flag among American Young People 


By Elizabeth Knauss 














HERE is being carried on in America at the 
present time a campaign against our young peo- 
ple which is satanic. Youth is being victimized 
and sacrificed by the mensand women who are foster- 
ing the terrible plans of Bolshevism. In spite of 
abundant proofs existing everywhere there is a ten- 
dency on the part of many to make light of the dan- 
ger. May God help Christian parents to awaken to 
the seriousness of the situation. For our young peo- 
ple are being caught in the whirlwind of evil doctrines 
that are leading them straight to eternal destruction. 
The chief aim of Bolshevistic propaganda is to de- 
stroy authority in the homes, the government, the 
schools, and the churches, and young people are fast 
being innoculated with the poison of these teachings. 
It was Lenin the apostle of Sovietism who said, 
“Youth is our best experiment,” and upon that theory 
the Communists, or Bolshevists, are working unceas- 
ingly. Hundreds of radical propagandists are planted 
in our educational institutions, and thousands of young 
people are being won to the principles of Bolshevism 
évery year in our colleges. One professor advised 
the students of his class to “hang your souls on the 
door knob each day before entering the classroom.” As 
a result of this steady teaching multitudes of young peo- 
ple are returning to their homes after their college 
career is over, full of ideas which, if put into practice, 
will make for lawlessness and immorality and infidelity. 
The headquarters for the sending out of Bolshevistic 
propaganda is Moscow, Russia. It is the unalterable 
purpose of these plotters against society to carry out 
plans for world revolution, to destroy. the existing 
governments in all countries, and eventually to have 
a world government based on the principles of the 
present Soviet government. They plan for the de- 
struction of civilization. The Red, White, and Blue is 
to be discarded and the red flag of Communism is to 
be substituted. In many parts of America they are 





A twenty-four page booklet, “The Menace of Bolshevism, 
in America and Throughout the World,” by Miss Knauss, 


will be sent free upon request addressed to 2720 Jefferson 
Avenue, Davenport, Iowa, 


making alarming headway. They have organized the 
Young Communist League, of which the upraised 
clenched fist is the insignia. Hatred against our gov- 
ernment is being constantly instilled into the minds 
of little children. A paragraph taken from a “Better 
America” bulletin, published in California, refers to 
some of the demonstrations that took place on a re- 
cent International Red Day in hundreds of places 
throughout the United States, and is as follows: 


Hatred, hatred, hatred. Hatred brought to the 
boiling point, but yet not allowed for an instant 
to effervesce in uncalculated, unstrung action. 
Red hatred: brewing and stewing in a score of 
California cities and towns, broiling and sizzling 
in a half thousand centers in America. . . . That 
apple is wormy which has but one worm. The 
apple of American life is rosy and healthy on the 
surface; and childish Americans apologize for and 
condone the worms so plainly writhing and gnaw- 
ing and breeding beneath. 


Where are the old-fashioned homes today, the chil- 
dren gathered around the family altar, and the parents 
making real home life, teaching the children obedience 
to their parents and reverence toward God? Are not 
these homes an exception today? Children are actually 
taught that to obey their parents is an ignoble act. 
One of the organs of the Youth Movement has the 
following : 

“We old folks have long expected and exacted obe- 
dience from our children. Nothing could be more 
intolerable or unlovely. In no relationship between 
human beings has obedience any proper place. To the 
person who gives, it is a humiliation; to the person 
who receives, it is an injury. Obedience means sub- 
jection . . . the subjection of the weaker to the 
stronger; and this is as abominable an attitude in the 
home as in the State... . We have a new declaration 
of independence for the young. We have freed the 
slaves; we freed, or are freeing, women. Now youth 
rises and asks its turn—nay, asserts and takes its 
turn. Our young people have come to the time when 
they propose to be free from the domination of their 
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elders —free to follow their own courses and seek 
their own goals. To my way of thinking this Declara- 
tion of Independence is as glorious as all previous 
declarations of the same kind; and the Youth Move- 
ment, which embodies it, not a peril but a great hope 
to humanity. 

“From the very beginning the child must be pro- 
tected from intrusion, interference, warping, and mold- 
ing influences of every description. He must be left 
to himself, trained and educated to be himself. Not 
obedience and reverence, but courage, self-reliance, ex- 
periment, adventure, rebellion, must be the spirit of 
his life.” 

The writer of the above words is the Rev. John 
Haynes Holmes, and these extracts are taken from 
a booklet entitled “The Revolt of Youth.” To give a 
further idea of the plans of the Youth Movement and 
their purposes Dr. Holmes continues in terms of praise 
as follows: 

“Our purpose, say the Wandervoegel, is ‘to form our 
own life in sincerity and upon our own responsibility.’ 
With this one idea in mind they refuse to recognize 
adult leadership or counsel. They will not have older 
people among them. In the beginning, when they 
went off on their hikes, they took chaperbnes along. 
Later they refused to accept supervision of this kind. 
Now they organize always in pairs, a boy to every girl, 
tramp off to their Herberger or rest huts, hold their 
festive ceremonies and dances, spending often the night, 
sleeping in the hut or under the trees, and always 
without adult control.” 

Although this article describes particularly the Youth 
Movement existing in Germany, the spirit of this 
teaching is seeping into the lives of youth in America. 
Truly it is a time for Christian parents to besiege 
the throne of grace as never before, that God will 
help them to be on the alert, and that they may pro- 
tect and safeguard the young people under their care. 
There is no other remedy on earth except the atone- 
ment made by Jesus Christ. Oh, that parents may see 
more and more the need, in these awful times of apos- 
tasy, for keeping their children away from such con- 
taminating influences, and that very early in life the 
good seed of the Word of God may be instilled in 
their young lives and hearts. 

In various places throughout the world the cult of 
nudity is making alarming headway, a branch of the 
Youth Movement. It is easy for intelligent Christians 
to see where this awful thing will lead to. Our bath- 
ing beaches today are an example of near-nudity. 
Truly it is only the return again of our Lord Jesus 
Christ that will stop the flood of iniquity and immor- 
ality sweeping over our land. May God keep us in 
an attitude of prayer and supplication awaiting his 
return. 

Last, but not least, the terrible tide of atheism 
sweeping over America is directly traceable to the 
Youth Movement and Bolshevism. The spirit of the 
Antichrist is manifest in Bolshevism, and the seeds of 
evolution sown a few years ago so sweepingly are to- 
day reaping the harvest of atheism. Modernism in 
the churches, the preaching of another gospel which 
is no gospel at all, has been helping to pave the way 
for atheism and complete infidelity. Bolshevism is a 
denial of authority. Modernism is a denial of divine 
authority; therefore, Modernism is spiritual Bolshe- 
vism, The spirit of church unity in the atmosphere 
today savors of the things of the Antichrist, and not 
the things that are of Christ. The time is rapidly 
ripening for the manifestation of the man of sin, even 
the Antichrist himself. 

One of the blasphemous songs taught to children in 
Bolshevist Sunday-schools (for the Bolshevists con- 
duct their own schools in connection with teaching 
children to hate the name of Christ) contains the 
following words: 


The whole world at last is beginning to see 
That the blight of the world is Jesus, 
Like sunshine at noonday free throught has shown me 
That the blight of the world is Jesus. 
Keep off the blight, or blighted you'll be, 
Blighted for life by credulity, 
Once I was blind, but now I can see 
That the blight of the world is Jesus. 


One sees the depths of spiritual-depravity to which 
men and women have fallen when such verses as these 
can be composed for children. There are countless 
other instances which might be quoted. The American 
Association for the Advancement of Atheism puts 
out with increasing volume the most blasphemous and 
suggestive material, dragging into the very dust the 
precious name of our Lord Jesus Christ. In connec- 
tion with this Association the Junior Atheist League 
is flourishing. 

May the seriousness of our times prove to be a 
challenge to Christian men and women to stand for 
the inspired Word of God as never before, and by 
prayer and unceasing effort to do our utmost to snatch 
brands from the burning until ‘He comes. May our 
Lord use us to win precious young people to know 
him as Saviour and Lord before it is too late. God 
help Americans when America becomes completely 
Bolshevized! We cannot stop or check this evil, but 
we can counteract it. 


Davenport, Iowa, 
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LESSON II. 


JUNE 15. JESUS ON THE CROSS 
International Uniform Lesson.— Matthew 27: 1-66 — 


Golden Text.—Looking unto Jesus the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured 
the cross, despising shame, and hath sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.—Heb. 12: 2 














The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 


HE crucifixion of our Lord took place on the 

| Friday. This is clear from John 19:31. The 

day following was the Sabbath. And “that sab- 

bath day was an high day” because it coincided with 

the date of the Passover. Thus that particular Sat- 

urday had a deeper sanctity attaching to it. It was 

a Sabbath Day as all Saturdays were. It was also 

the fourteenth of the month Nisan or Abib (Exod. 
aio). 

It is less easy to determine the year of our Lord’s 
crucifixion: A. D. 29, 30, and 33 would all satisfy 
the conditions that may be deduced as necessary from 
the Gospel narratives. On the whole, perhaps we may 
say that March 18, A. D. 29, best fits all the circum- 
stances. / 


The Practical Aim 


The aim in this lesson must be to lead the pupils to 
a personal acceptance of the Lord Jesus for them- 
selves. We must beware of letting any merely senti- 
mental ideas about the Lord’s sufferings obtrude to 
hinder this. There is a certain type of teaching very 
prevalent nowadays in some quarters which gets peo- 
ple occupied with the physical sufferings of Christ. 
And unless people are led on beyond this the impres- 
sions made will all evaporate in sickly sentimentalism. 
This is part, at least, of the manifold objections that 
attach to the use of crucifixes and pictures of the 
Saviour’s sufferings. We are not saved by having 
our emotions stirred. We are saved only by personal 
acceptance of the Lord Jesus. 


Verse by Verse 


Matthew 27: 33.—Golgotha. The site of this has 
now been identified with a considerable degree of cer- 
tainty. From the Damascus gate of Jerusalem a road 
leads north by way of Bethel and Shechem to Damas- 
cus. About a hundred yards beyond the gate it is 
crossed by another road. This runs from east to west 
outside the northern walls of the city and connects 
the Jaffa road on the west with the road to Jericho 
on the east. At the junction of these two roads and 
in the northeast angle formed by them there stands a 
low grassy mound. This is in all probability the veri- 
table Golgotha. It is a gently sloping incline on the 
north, east, and west sides. But on the south side, 
the one facing the city walls, it has a perpendicular 
rocky face. In this rocky face there are some caverns 
which from certain points of view make the mound 
resemble a human skull. A few feet below the crest 
of the hill are two caverns, side by side, just like the 
eye sockets of a skull. Below that there is another 
hollow -which would correspond to the position of the 
nose. Lower still there is a long slanting slit which 
looks like a mouth very much awry. The hill is 
formed of nummulitic limestone of the hardest and 
most imperishable kind, and has thus preserved its 
peculiar outline all through the centuries since the 
time of Christ. On either side of the skull there is 
visible a split in the rock. These have undoubtedly 
been caused by an earthquake. And in all probability 
we have in them a very interesting confirmation of 
that detail of the Gospel record (v. 51). 

It is said that no Jew will pass this hill after dark 
because the Jews hold it to be an accursed and there- 
tore haunted spot. And in the daytime the same 
authority tells us that every Jew who passes mutters 
this curse as he does so, “Cursed be he that destroyed 
our nation by aspiring to be king thereof.” The Eng- 
— “Calvary” is really the Latin word for 
skull, 

Verse 34.—Wine. This was the sour wine ordinarily 
drunk by Roman soldiers. It was mingled with myrrh 
(Mark 15:23) to make a stupifying draft to deaden 
the sense of pain. He would not drink. The Lord 
Jesus refused this alleviation of his sufferings. But 
that is no reason for a Christian refusing an anesthetic 
in case of need, though some have imagined that this 
is so. Our Lord’s reason for refusal was no doubt 
that he wished to be in full possession of his faculties 
during these last and most solemn hours of his great 
redemptive work. 

Verse 35.—They parted his garments. The clothes 
of the condemned person seem to have been the usual 
perquisite of the soldiers who carried out the execu- 
tion, ‘ 

Verse 36.—They sat and watched him. In order to 
prevent any possibility of rescue by friends of the 
prisoners. 


Verse 37.—They set up over his head. This leads 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 22: 1-5, 14-19, 27, 31. 
Primary Topic: Jes e Cross. 
Lesson Material : Matthew 27: 11-66. 
Memory Verse: Greater love hath no man than this, that a 
man tay down his life for his friends.—John 15: 13. 
Junior Topic: Jesue on the Cross. 
Lesson Material: Matthew 27: 11-66. 
Memory Verse: Who his own self bare our sins in his body 
upon the tree, that we, having died unto sins, might live 
unto righteousness.—1 Pet. 2: 24. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: The Suffering of the Cross. 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
VS. 33-50 
33 And when they were come unto a place called Gol- 
gotha, that is to say, The place of a skull, 34 they gave 
him wine to drink mingled with gall: and. when he had 
tasted it, he would not drink. 35 And when they had 
crucified him, they parted his garments among them, cast- 
ing lots; 36 and they sat and watched him there. 37 And 
they set up over his head his accusation written, This is 
Jesus the King of the Jews. 38 Then are there crucified 
with him two robbers, one on the right hand and one on 
the left. 39 And they that passed by railed on him, wag- 
ging their heads, 40 and saying, Thou that destroyest 
the ‘temple, ard buildest it in three days, save thyself: 
if thou art the Son of God, come down from the cross. 
41 In like manner also the chief priests mocking him, with 
the scribes and elders, said, 42 He saved others; 2 himself 
he cannot save. He is the King of Israel; let him now 
come down from the cross, and we will believe on him. 
43 He trusteth on God; let him deliver him now, if he 
desireth him: for he said, I am the Sen of God. #4 And 
the robbers also that were crucified with him cast upon 

him the same reproach. 

4S Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all 
the *land until the ninth hour. 46 And about the ninth 
hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama 
sabachthani? that is, My God, my God, ‘why hast thou 
forsaken me? 47 And some of them that stood there, 
when they heard it, said, This man calleth Elijah. 48 
And straightway one of them ran, and took a sponge, and 
filled it with vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave him 
to drink. 49 And the rest said, Let be; let us see whether 
Elijah cometh to save him.® 5@ And Jesus cried again with 
a loud voice, and yielded up his spirit. 


1Or, sanctuary. ?Or, can he not save himself? ®Or, 
earth. ‘Or, why didst thou forsake me! & Many an- 
cient authorities add, And another took a spear and 
pierced his side, and there came out water and blood. 
See John 19: 34. 

Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International 
Council of Religious Education. 








us to infer that the cross upon which our Saviour suf- 
fered really was of the form in which it is most usually 
represented. Sometimes the crosses were made T 
shaped and sometimes X shaped. But in neither of 
these two would it have been readily possible to set up 
the inscription over the head of the Sufferer. 

Verse 38.—Two robbers. These were in all prob- 
ability associates of Barabbas. Such bandits were 
always ready to take part in desperate risings against 
the Roman Government. These men were in all prob- 





Looking unto Jesus 
By Amos R. Wells 


M* SAVIOUR bore the cruel cross, endured 
the cruel shame, the mockery, the jesting, the 
false and wicked blame; he bore the long, long 
agony, the loneliness of woe, and worst of all, the 
feeling that his Father was his foe. My Saviour 
rose above it all, the blame and shame above; rose 
far and high above it all, strong in his wondrous love; 
disdained the jeers, despised the shame, and con- 
quered sin and death, a reigning King upon the cross 
down to his final breath, My Saviour saw the 
coming joy set fair before his face; not all that dark 
could dim the light of God’s excelling grace; he 
saw the high imperial throne, the Father waiting 
stand, he saw his place of boundless power there 
close at God’s right hand. O Author of salvation, 
Creator of our peace! O Perfecter of radiant faith 
that nevermore shall cease! For what thou art, and 
what achieved, through all our gladsome days thy 
ransomed host shall sing to thee their wonder and 
their praise. Ah, looking unto Jesus we know no 
doubt or fear; our sorrows all have passed away, our 
victory is near. Yes, looking unto Jesus our All- 
in-all we see: our cross, our crown, our peace, our 
joy, are He, and only He! 











ability not actuated by any pure or patriotic motive. 
Revolution and civil war always gather to themselves 
the support of violent men who are ready to defy 
authority simply for the sake of opportunities of 
plunder. The same sort of thing is happening in India 
and in China today. Doubtless in the eyes of many 
folks our Lord was somehow connected with the law- 
lessness of men like Barabbas and these thieves. Being 
“numbered with the transgressors” (Isa. 53:12) had 
a very definite meaning for the Lord Jesus. The 
accusation that Pilate wrote and affixed to the cross 
would heighten this impression in the minds of ordi- 
nary people. 


Verse 39.—They that passed by. See note to verse 


33. The two roads referred to there were ordinarily 
busy routes. And in addition, many were no doubt 
drawn to look upon the spectacle of suffering and 
death. 

Verse 45.—From the sixth hour. Mark 15:25 says 
the crucifixion took place at the third hour which 
would be 9 A. M. John 19: 14 says that it was about 
the sixth hour when Pilate delivered Christ to be 
crucified. Perhaps John writing at a much later period 
and in a different part of the world may have followed 
a different method of reckoning time. How easily 
such difficulties may arise can be seen from the curious 
fact that our word “noon” which by derivation means 
the ninth hour or three o’clock is now used for twelve 
o'clock. The dreadful supernatural darkness lasted 
from noon until three o’clock. This in itself may well 
imply that the actual crucifixion took place at the 
earlier hour of nine. It was therefore during these 
six hours that the great redeeming work of our Lord 
was accomplished. 


Verse 46.—Jesus cried with a loud voice. His words 
are a quotation from Psalm 22. This fact illustrates 
the prophetical character of the Psalter. It also shows 
how our Lord’s mind was steeped in the Bible so that 
even in his agony his prayer naturally expressed itself 
in the words that had been so familiar to him from 
childhood. Further, it is an indication of the way in 
which the Psalter is really what we may call the 
prayer book of the Holy Ghost. In it there will be 


found phraseology suited to express your every need. 


Why hast thou forsaken me? There was not only 
darkness over the land but in the Sufferer’s soul. The 
agony of the Garden is on him once again. He sees 
no longer the faces of the crowd, for all is dark. The 
mocking voices have died away in awe. The presence 
of men is forgotten, and with it the shame and even 
the pain. The Redeemer of the world is alone with 
God. Left alone with God, but with the sin of the 
world upon him. The horrible thing that he loathed 
as no one else ever can loathe it. He feels separated 
from God. The awakened sinner knows something’ of 
what this feeling is. It has been caught and recorded 
for us inthe great prose poem of the Pilgrim’s Prog- 
ress. But to the Lord Jesus it must have meant in- 
finitely more than it could ever mean even to the soul 
under conviction of sin. For he had never known for 
one instant any separation from his Father. Father 
and Son were bound together in the unity of the 
Holy Ghost by the close ties of love. Now once this 
closeness is broken. Yet we must beware of imagining 
that the Lord Jesus was really forsaken by God even 
for a moment. Never was the love of the Father 
deeper or stronger than at that instant when his be- 
loved Son was fulfilling their united purpose in offer- 
ing up himself as the atoning Sacrifice. Never was 
the repeated testimony more sure than in that hour, 
“This is my_beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 
To go back to a vivid Old Testament type, we may 
be sure that never in all his life was Isaac dearer to 
the heart of Abraham his father than in the hour when 
his splendid young manhood lay stretched and bound 
upon the altar in obedience to the father’s heartbroken 
command (Gen. 22). The words, “My God, my God,” 
testify to the reality and closeness of the tie that even 
then existed in love between the Saviour and his Father. 


Verse 49.—Let be; let us see. In Mark these words 
are put into the mouth of the man who offered the 
sponge. The different accounts taken together give 
us a vivid idea of the wonderment, excitement, and 
chatter of the people beneath the cross. Probably 
the darkness had already passed away or at least was 
passing. And the reaction from the awe of the past 
hours found vent in the crowd by such words and do- 
ings as those here recorded. It is difficult to determine 
exactly the attitude the recorded words imply. They 
may have been uttered still in deep mockery, or there 
may have been in some of the people standing there 
some feeling of true sympathy for the divine Sufferer. 

Verse 50.—Jesus cried again. Perhaps an inarticu- 
late cry is meant, or perhaps the sixth word from 
the cross, “It is finished”? (John 19: 30). 
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Lesson fer June 15 


A Lesson Outline 
“This is Jesus, the King of the Jews” 
1. The accusation 
2. The true description 
3. The triumphant acclamation 


Golden Topics 

1. The value of committing the Bible to memory. 
Our Lord had a mind and memory so stored with 
Scripture that he naturally expressed his thoughts and 
prayers in the familiar language of the Book. If 
he thus found the Book a help so will the Christian. 
But if the Holy Spirit is to use the Book thus for the 
Christian’s comfort in hours of utter need the Chris- 
tian’s mind must be stored with the words of the 
Book. And that can best be done in quiet and peace- 
ful days. ‘It will be well for us to urge upon our 
pupils some such simple method of Bible learning 
by rote as that of the Berean Band. 


2. Note our Lord’s words from the cross. They 
are usually reckoned as seven. eae 

(1) Concerning the soldiers who were nailing him 
to the wood: “Father, forgive them” (Luke 23: 34). 

(2) To his mother: “Woman, behold thy son!” 
(John 19: 26.) 

(3) To the penitent thief: “To day shalt thou be 
with me in paradise” (Luke 23: 43). 

(4) “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
mer” (Matt. 27:46.) ‘ 

(5) “I thirst” (John 19: 28). 

(6) “It is finished” (John 19: 30). p 

“Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit” 


. a7 
(Luke 23: 46). 


Note particularly all through his sufferings that 
the mind of the Lord Jesus dwelt upon the condition 
and needs of others rather than upon himself. Only 
two of his utterances concern himself. And in these 
things, as in all else, he has left us an example that 
we should follow his steps (1 Pet. 2:21). 

3. Christ’s death was as our Substitute. The fact 
of his death is one thing. It is a dual fact. For his 


. death can never be dissociated from his resurrection. 


If it were merely a death by itself it would mean no 
more than the death of any other great and good man. 
It is the closely related fact of the resurrection that 
suggests that the death is a sacrifice for us. Further, 
you may believe in the fact as to its historical reality 
and yet neglect so to relate yourself to Christ as that 
that fact confers no benefit upon you. Yet again, 
you may accept the Lord Jesus as One who has died 
in your stead, and yet never completely explain to 
yourself just how it all came about. 
Christ was first and foremost our Substitute. 
Example and representative he may become, but only 
to those who have first taken him by faith as their 
Substitute. This is an unpalatable theory to many 
even of those who profess and call themselves Chris- 
tians. The doctrine of substitution conflicts with the 
way of Cain (Jude 11) which is the way of natural 
religion. But nothing less than this doctrine does jus- 
tice to the plain statements of Scripture or to the 


' plain needs of the human soul. The teacher should 


consult if possible an admirable little book by the 
Rev. John M. Armour, entitled “Atonement and Law” 
(Bible Institute Colpostage Association, 843 North 
Wells Street, Chicago). 


Final Word 


When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss, 

’ And pour contempt on all my pride. 


TunsripcE WELLS, EN. —Isaac Watts. 


we 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


Y WHAT is Matthew’s account of the crucifixion 
marked, as compared with the other three Gospels? 

2. What does it lack that the others record? 

3. What facts concerning the crucifixion does Matthew 


“alone give? 


4. What parts of the trials of our Lord are not men- 


tioned in Matthew? 


5. Where may we read more of Judas’ end? 


6. In the matter of faith, what antitheses are brought 
together in the cross? 


7. In regard to God the Father, what antitheses are 
brought together in the cross? 


8. In regard to Jesus Christ, what antitheses are brought 
together in the cross? 


9. Why is it impossible not to associate the incongruity 
between Christ and the cross? 


10. What further association is essential ? 


11. In regard to man, what antitheses are brought to- 
gether in the cross? 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform. Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
. May 4.—Promotion in the Kingdom 
Matthew 19 : 30 to 20: 28 
6. May 11.—Jesus Acclaimed as King 
Matthew 20: 29 to 21 : 46 
. May 18.—Jesus Teaching in the Temple (Temper- 
Once LESGOR) vssceccceccccececes Matthew 22:1 to 23: 39 
8 May 25.—Jesus Describes the Future of the Kingdom 
Matthew 24:1 to 25:13 
g. June 1.—Contrast Between Faithfulness and Sloth- 
10. June 8—Jesus in the Shadow of the Cross 
Matthew 26: 1-75 
NM. June 15.—Jesus on the Cross ......... Matthew 27 : 1-66 
12. June 22.—The Risen Lord and the Great Commission 
Matthew 28 : 1-20 
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13. June 29.—Review 
Third Quarter 

. July 6.—Abraham. (A Pioneer of Faith.)- 
Gen, 12: 1-5; 13: 1-12; 17: 1-8; 18 : 22-33; Heb. 11 : 8-10 
July 13.—Jacob. (A _ Selfish Man Transformed.) 

Gen. 25 : 19-34; chapters 27 to 33; 46:28 to 47:12 
3. July 20—Moses. (A Courageous Leader.) 

Exod. : 8-14; 2:1-22; 31-14; 11 :/1-10; 32: 30- 

35; Deut. 34:1-8; Heb. 11 : 23-29 

4. July 27.—Deborah. (May be used with Temperance 

Applications.) (A Leader in a National Emer- 
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BEUCY.)  icicsevscccsceccsvesctcrecessccesces Judges 4: 1-15 
5. August 3.—Naomi and Ruth. (A Study in Racial 
RULINGS.) icicrecverssivecssecess The Book of Ruth 


6. August 10.—Hannah. (A Godly Mother.) 
1 Samuel 1 : 1-28; 4: 1-11, 18, 19; 3: 1-18 
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12. Quote the Scripture which best expresses for you 
the meaning of Christ on Calvary. (Personal.) 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Into a Weltering World.—TJhey sat and watched 
him there (v. 36). Cruel. Hateful. Relentless, Can't 
you just see them? If you want to get a fine. “close 
up” of this company of watchers, go to the library and 
ask for “Brother Saul,” by Donn Byrne. (By the 
way, Donn Byrne, one of the most promising of the 
young Irish writers, has, as I write, just been killed 
by his automobile.) “Brother Saul” at this time was 
training with this very murderous Junta, and Byrne 
has the typewriter to paint adequately the crowd, if 
a man can be said to paint with a typewriter. We 
have in this scene a fine example of “Man’s inhumanity 
to man” that makes the “countless thousands mourn,” 
that Pope or some other sings about. You should 
note that it is not pagan Rome that sits watching there 
with gloating eyes and rubbing hands, but fellow 
Jews, all boasted sons of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
(John 8:39; Acts 3:13). The sharpest weapon in 
the armory of the atheist is his sneer of religious 
hate. “Huguenots,” “Inquisition,” ‘“Waldensians,” 
“Hussites,” “Claverhouse,” “Lord Jeffry,” “Laud,” are 
a few of the arrows in his quiver. The time of the 
crucifixion was the age of the Colosseum and the 
arena and “Thumbs up” or “Thumbs down.” That 
is to say, and please note it, our Master came into a 
world weltering in cruelty and hate. I wrote “welter- 
ing” and I did not think it strong enough, so I went 
to the dictionary —and look what I find, “To tumble 
about and wallow in anything foul.” So “weltering” 
is the word! A professor in one of our noted colleges 
for women is reported to have said in an address at a 
conference, “Christianity has been a curse to civiliza- 
tion.” Yes, he still holds his job of teaching the 
young women his own unbeliefs. Well, if the Pro- 
fessor thinks Christ has been a curse, suppose you ask 
old Dobbin in the barn, old Muley in the barn yard, 
old Left Alone in the Homes, the orphans and the 
unwanted babies, the neglected and abused children, 
all of these and hundreds more can tell the Professor 
whether or not Christ and his Christianity have been 
a curse. 


The Great Law.—He saved others; himself he can- 
not save (v. 42). This is a verse for every great 
physician. As I write, I hear that one of the noted 
surgeons of Philadelphia is ill unto death. “He saved 
others’—. Another great Philadelphia surgeon, Dr. 
Mordecai Price, said to me one day, “Ridgway, the 
strain upon me in a major operation is tremendous, 
and at the end of it I am always wet all over.’ One 
day they found him dead on his office floor. “He 
saved others’ —. The first Brooklyn Bridge killed 
Roebling. The ‘Hudson Tunnel killed Clifford M. 
Holland, and all but killed and quite used up his suc- 
cessor Mr. Milton H. Freeman, who carried it to 
completion. You do not often see bouquets handed 
to great engineers who fall in action. Great killers, 
the soldiers, are those who have their statues in 
public places. Get “Our Times,” by Mark Sullivan, 
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and read how old “Yaller Jack,” the scourge of the 
tropics, was annihilated. Many is the sea captain 
who, having gotten off his crew and passengers, has 
gone down with his boat. “He saved others” —. 
Doctors galore. As for mother, her name is Legion. 
“She saved others” —. Sacrifice seems to be the price 
of things worth while and the best. Ruskin puts it 
down as his first lamp of architecture. It is the first 
lamp of life. The inventor starves in a garret. Howe 
of the sewing machine, for example. Whitman froze 
and cooked over the dangerous miles from Oregon, or 
we would have no Northwest. Those patriots who suf- 
fered and died at Valley Forge camp and Chester 
Springs hospital could save the Colonies, but they 
could not save themselves. That wagging head cabal 
around the cross little dreamed they were putting a 
great law into words that will never die. Therefore, 
my boy, if you cxpect to be a blessing to your day 
and generation, whether boring tunnels, designing ma- 
chinery, erecting skyscrapers, inventing devices, span- 
ning rivers, running railroads, curing diseases, or 
building character in religious activities, you must give 
yourself unsavingly. Nothing doing otherwise. 


All For the Worst of Us.—My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me? (v. 46.) If you ever in your 
life have to make this awful cry, you will know you 
have at last touched bottom in the black river~ of 
human misery. There is no despair beyond this. If 
it is take gun, river, gas, or drug “to end it all” when 
you feel you are forsaken of men, of your family, of 
your pack, of your race—alone in a world where 
not a soul cares, not even one of your own gang, — 
what word but the one can be used to describe the 
mental condition of the man who feels the God who 
made him has forsaken him? Well, my dear fellow, 
this is what. your Saviour had to go through for you 
and me. He had to touch bottom to complete his 
sacrifice. The old home town had thrown him out. 
His few intimates had run away and left him. Now 
God had gone. Yes, the women stood by him, as 
woman usually does, but oh, so pitiously helpless. 
Mother is always there (John 19:25). The one thing 
that seems to thrill the “down-and-outer” at the Res- 
cue Mission or Salvation Army is the revelation to 
his consciousness that though he may be in the junk 
pile of his race God has not forsaken him, and there 
is still a light in the window of Heaven shining espe- 
cially for him. All he has to do is to look and cry, 
“Lord, remember me,” and be born into a new crea- 
tion. It is one of the unfathomable mysteries that 
there is no bodily pain so excruciating and no mental 
condition so agonizing but the Master had to go through 
it—even the terrible blackness and despair of that 
awful hour upon the cross. And yet some people joke 
about sin! — until some of the brunt of sin falls at 
their own front door. Incurable disease, for one thing. 
Disgrace, for another. Always remember, my boy or 
girl, always remember, my man or woman, no matter 
into what bad or tight place circumstances may lead 
you, He knows—and you can tell him all about it. 
Here is your invitation to come: John 6: 37. 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
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Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MarTeERIALS: A rough wooden cross, and a 
gilded crown. 








ID you ever try to think what the Lord Jesus 

Christ left when he came to earth? He was 
God’s Son, he was God the Son. He was the Creator 
of all things, the Only Begotten of the Father, the 
Prince of princes; his was the Name above every 
name. Our poor little brains reel as we try to com- 
prehend what all these things mean. It is beyond 
us, but to make our lesson concrete, we are going to 
let this crown stand for this glory unspeakable of 
which we cannot even think. 

When Jesus Christ came to earth, he was poor, de- 
spised, abused, rejected, and at last crucified. His 
earthly life is represented by the cross, an emblem 
of suffering, shame, and disgrace. And because that 
cross stood for more than any other cross ever did, 
because Jesus Christ bore the sins of the world on that 
cross he made it possible for poor, weak, sinful human 
beings to go to Heaven and share with him that 


glory unspeakable, the glory that was his before the 


foundation of the world. 

But a lot of people today are expecting to go to 
Heaven and share this glory, and they are going to 
be hideously disappointed, for they have failed to 
do the one thing needful, they have refused to go 
first to the cross for the forgiveness of sins, and they 
have scorned to bear the reproach of the cross. 

The cross and the crown are inseparable. Not one 
soul can gain the glory and crown of Heaven, except 
he has first accepted the sacrifice of Jesus Christ for 
his sins, on Calvary’s cross. 

No cross, no crown. 


Mount Hermon, CAL. 
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Illustrations on the Cross and Atonement 
The Illustration Round-Table 














LL readers are invited to send illustra- | 
tions for this department; one dollar is, 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 

two dollars for the best one each week. 

But readers are urged not to send anything 

without first securing and reading carefully 

a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 

department. The full list of lessons for 

the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 

Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also needed. 


The Sheep Before the Shearers.— 
He answered nothing (v. 12). Mrs. Sol- 
tau tells the story that many years ago 
she was staying on a large ranch in Tas- 
mania at the time of sheep shearing. One 
lovely summer morning, drawn by the 
sound of bleatings, she found her way 
to the shearing shed. The outer part 
was full of sheep all bleating as if in 
great distress. “I passed on into the 
further division where a skilled shearer 
was rapidly removing the whole, beau- 
tiful white fleece from sheep after sheep, 
and I stood watching while he finished 
his work on one sheep, and let it out by 
a door to the field, while an_ assistant 
brought in another bleating pitifully. To 
my surprise its bleating and struggling 
ceased as the shearer laid his hand upon 
its head. It lay silent and passive, while 
he turned it from side to side to do his 
work quickly and easily. Tears were in 
my eyes and Isaiah’s words came to my 
mind with great force, and I repeated 
softly to myself, ‘He was oppressed, and 
he was afflicted, yet he opened not his 
mouth: . , . and as a sheep before her 
shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his 
mouth,” ”"—From the King’s Business. 
Sent by L. G. James, Toronto. 


“Why Is He Silent?”—And he gave 
him no answer (v. 14). 


Why is He silent, when a word 
Would slay His accusers all? 

Why does He meekly bear their taunts, 
When angels wait His call? 


“He was made sin’; my sin He bore 
Upon the accursed tree ; 
And sin hath no defense to make — 
His silence was for me. 
—Sent by Emily McFarland, Newark, | 
Ohio. | 
Better Than “Seppuku.”—And they | 
crucified him (v. 35). Can man atone tor 
his own sin by giving his own life? It 
is a Japanese belief that he can. They 
use the word “seppuku,” meaning “sui- ; 
cidal atonement.” When the Graf Zep- | 
pelin arrived-safely in Los Angeles from | 
Japan, the Chicago Tribune published a | 
copyright dispatch from Tokyo telling 
what the success of the trip meant to a 
score of Japanese families. For if the 
Graf Zeppelin had not crossed the Pa- 
cific safely, six officers of the Japanese 
navy and a dozen or more enlisted men 
would probably have killed themselves. 
At the Japanese airport a slight accident 
had occurred to the Zeppelin. The Jap- 
anese commander of the ground crew 
and several of his officers and men plan- 
ned suicide, but they desisted when Dr, 
Eckener made it plain to them that he 
blamed no one for the accident. How- 
ever, it came out later that commander 
Iraki and a group of officers and ‘men 
“had solemnly agreed to end their 
lives if the Graf Zeppelin failed in its 
Pacific hop.” ... And all the while God 








has revealed that only one death can 
atone. It must be the death of a sinless 
man, willing to take the place of sinners | 
and die in their stead. ... Not “seppuku,” 
but the death of the Son of God our 
Saviour is our atonement—From The | 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Ruth B. 
McDowell, Mooers, N. Y. 


The Verdict of Man’s Wisdom.— 
And they crucified him (v. 35). Once | 


when preaching to a crowd I told them 
of the death of Christ, of him who-had 
all power, yet came down in abject weak- 
ness, and died a felon’s death. When I 
finished, one of the band said, “God was 
a fool, if he had all power and left his 
Son to die like that.” “Yes,” I said, “I 
have that here,” and I quoted 1 Corinth- 
ians 1:18. Then I said, “It is the fool- 
ishness of God, but it is wiser than the 
wisdom of men.”—From Record of Chris- 
tian Work. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 

Do All Men Worship Virtue?— 
And they crucified him (v. 35). Once, 
it is said, a Scottish preacher of the 
modern school closed a sermon with these 
words, “Virtue is so attractive that, if 
she were to become incarnate and walk 
the world in human form, men would 
fall down and worship her.” Thke pulpit 
of that church was occupied the same 
evening by a different type of preacher, 
a humble, evangelical man, who loved 
the Gospel of a crucified Redeemer. He 
preached Christ crucified, and at the close 
of his discourse reminded the congrega- 
tion of the statement made in the morn- 
ing by the senior preacher, and then 
added, “I am sorry to say that virtue 
did once walk the world in human form 
in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and men, instead of falling down and 
worshiping him, crucified and nailed him 
to a tree.’—From The Alliance Weekly. 
Sent by Helen E, Patterson, Flint, Mich. 


The Garments and the Robe.— 
They parted his garments among them 
(v. 35). The soldiers took from Jesus 
his garments, but he laid aside the robe 
of flesh of his own will—From D. L. 
i ab Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., Utica, 


The Mother Bird’s Love.—They cru- 
cificd him (v. 35). In 1921 there broke 
out a jungle fire in the Himalayas. 
“What are you looking at?” I asked 
some men who were looking fixedly at 
a tree. They pointed to a nest of young 
birds on a burning tree. Above it a bird 
was flying in great distress. A few min- 
utes later the nest caught fire. I thought, 
“Now the mother bird will fly away.” 
Instead she flew down and spread her 





wings over her young ones. In a few 
minutes the poor bird with her little 
ones was burned to ashes. I said to 
those standing near, “Are we not aston- 


| ished at this wonderful love? Think how 


much more wonderful must be the love 
of Him who has created such an unself- 
ish love in his creatures. The same un- 
selfish love brought Jesus Christ down to 
become man that by giving his own life 
he might save us who were dying in our 
sins."—From the Missionary Review of 
the World. Sent by Mrs. E. J. M. Dick- 
son, Tewksbury, Mass. 


_Three Deaths.—Then are there cru- 
cified with him two robbers (v. 38). 


One died in sin — O awful death! 
Impenitent ! 

One died to sin — forever died! 
The penitent ! 4 

One died for sin—He whom in love 
The Father sent! 


—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 


by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng., | 


and M. H. James, Toronto. 


The Little Girl’s Cross.—If he be the 
King of Israel, let him now come down 
from the cross, and we will believe him 
(v. 42, A. V.). A mother had left her 
children, two little girls of six and eight, 
playing happily with their blocks, and 
was surprised when, at her return, she 
found them most unhappy, the younger 
one crying bitterly. On asking an ex- 
planation the elder girl said: “Gracie 
has done such a wicked thing. She used 
her blocks to make the cross our Lord 
died on.” Gracie sobbed out her de- 
fense. “Yes, Mother, I did make a cross, 
and made believe it was the one Jesus 
died on. But oh, Mother, it wasn’t like 
the one the bad men put him on, for I 
made easy steps for him to come down!” 
A “wondrous cross” indeed, and most un- 
like the one on Calvary, which had no 
“easy steps” for escape—From the Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by Mary F. Wishard, 
Denver, Colo. 


The Old Salt’s Theology.—He saved 
others; himself he cannot save (v. 42). 
A clergyman was speaking to fishermen 
on an England seashore. His subject 
was “Justification,” and he was trying 
to make it plain to the men what Christ’s 
work on the cross really was. At length 
he said: “Now will one of you tell me, 
in your own words, what did the Lord 
Jesus do there?” An old salt looked 
up, and with tears on his weather-beaten 
face said, “He swapped with me.”—From 
“One Hundred Best Sermons,’ by Hal- 
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lock. Sent by Howard G. Wilcox, Ran- 
dolph, Neb. 


“Even as a Hen ... Under Her 
Wings.”—He saved others; himself he 
cannot save (v. 42). While I was board- 
ing at a farmhouse in the first years 
of my ministry, early in the morning be- 
fore breakfast Jonas came to the door 
and beckoned me to follow him. He led 
me to the chicken house. A hen sat on 
a nest with a brood of chickens peeping 
out from under her wings. “Touch her, 
Louie,” Jonas said, “she’s cold. Look 
at that wound in her head. A _ weasel 
sucked all the blood from her body and 
she never once moved for fear the little 
beast would get her chickens.” Jonas 
wasn’t a Christian. His wife had been 
praying for him. I had been hunting for 
some illustration to make plain Christ's 
sacrifice for him. “Oh, Jonas,” I said, 
“that was just like Christ. He endured 
all that suffering on the cross. He could 
have moved and saved his own life, 
but he wouldn’t, because you and I were 
under his wings. If he had moved, we 
would have been lost.” Jonas saw the 
point, and gave his heart to the Lord.— 
From Dr. L. S. Bauman. Sent by Grace 
‘M. Miller, Long Beach, Cal. Prize illus- 
tration, 


Why’ Forsaken?—1/y God, my God, 
why hast thou- forsaken me? (v. 46). 
Yea, once Immanuel’s orphaned cry His 

universe hath shaken. 


It went up, single, echoless: “My God, I 
am forsaken.” 


It went. up from His holy lips amid His 
lost creation, 

That of the lost no soul need use those 
words of desolation. 


—Sent by M. H. James, Toronto. 


In the Day of His Anger.—Endured 
the cross, despising shame (Golden Text). 
A poor old blind woman in Liverpool, 
after her conversion, learned many hymns 
which she could repeat to visitors. One 
day she was talking to a titled visitor, 
who happened to be connected with her 
past years of service. She happened to 
say, “The Lord in the day of his anger 
did lay your sins on the Lamb, and he 
bore them away.” The visitor corrected 
her gently, “In the day of his mercy, you 
mean.” “No,” said the old woman, “there 
was anger first, and mercy followed. How 
could you expect anything else from a 
just and righteous God?” It is the ab- 
sence of the first, in much preaching to- 
day, which is preventing God’s mercy 
being received and enjoyed—From the 
Christian Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 
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Lesson Hymns 


“Love Led Him to Calvary.” 

“The Old Rugged Cross.” 

“He Died for Me.” 

“Oh, It Is Wonderful!” 

“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross.” 
“Can I Forget?” 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we stand amazed today in the light of the 
cross of Christ. In that cross we glory, but 
our glorying is in no merit of our own, but 
wholly in him who died for us upon that 
cross which indeed towers over all the 
wrecks of time. As we -study this Jesson 
today, we ask thee to clear our_ thoughts 
of all entanglements with the world, and 
he!lp us to look unto Jesus the author and 
perfecter of*our faith. May we commit our- 
selves anew to him, and, if we have’ not 
yet confessed his name, may we no longer 
be like those who merely watched him as 
he suffered on the cross, but may we with- 
out delay take our place with him, and 
accept him as our Saviour and Lord. _We 
ask this in his dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—In our lesson to- 
day we have been seeing our blessed Lord 
Jesus on the cross. Sometimes we think 
of him as teacher, as healer, as loving 
friend among those who needed\him in 
his earthly life. Today we are looking 
up to him on the cruel cross where he 
suffered and died for you and for me. If 
you will think of the Golden Text for 
a moment from the Epistle to the He- 
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Lesson for June 15 


brews, you will remember as we look 
unto him that it is to him that we owe 
our faith. And as we look unto him we 
are to remember that we can look with 
him beyond the cross to the joy that was 





LOOKING 
UNTO 
JESUS 
MY SAVIOUR ? 











set before him, and to him as our risen, 
glorified Lord sitting at the right hand 
of the throne of God. What a wonderful 
vision it is! How much it means to you 
and me! Christ himself, the cross, the 
joy beyond it, the heavenly glory. All 
this we vision as we study this wonder- 
ful lesson. I wish we might say the 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





WHILE HE HUNG THERE 
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Golden Text together very quietly and 
earnestly, and then let every one make 
sure that he is indeed looking to this 
same Lord Jesus who suffered and died 
for each one of us. Let us repeat the 
Golden Text, and then the pastor will 
lead us in prayer. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
i ¥ 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education 
at Juniata College 


Tue Law or ASSOCIATION OF 
IpEas.—Ideas that are learned to- 
gether tend to recur together. 


HRIST and the cross have been 

associated so long in our Christian 
thinking that we seldom think of the 
incongruity of the association. The cross 
primarily stands for criminality, yet the 
very enemies of Christ knew his inno- 
cence not only of crime but of sin, and 
his judge decreed, “I find in him no 
fault.” In addition to this, Christ was 
a Jew, and even had he been a criminal, 
the Jewish death penalty was inflicted 
by stoning. Yet the prophetic Psalms 
had long before made this very associ- 
ation. So, despite the incongruity, the 
association between Christ and the cross 
has been made not only in thought but 
in actual tragic historic reality. However 
we may emphasize his life, neither the 
complete facts of his earthly career nor 
the disproportionate space devoted in the 
Gospels to his death will justify a failure 
to bring our Lord at last to a vital, 
though tragic, relation with the cross. 
He himself foretold that this should be 
his “fate, and the prophetic Scriptures 
emphasize his death. 

But to make merely the prophetic or 
even the historical association without 
linking it up with the Scriptural meaning 
and interpretation of it all is to miss 
not only the truth, but the truth that is 
vital to our salvation. “Christ died for 
our sins according to the scriptures.” 
Here we come upon the simple truth 
that is set forth again and again in the 
Word of God, and which cannot be 
stressed too often whenever the cross of 
our Lord comes into view. It was thus 
that he gave his life a ransom for many; 
it was thus that the Good Shepherd laid 
down his life for the sheep; it was thus 
that he bore our sins in his own body 
on the tree. It is thus that Calvary’s 
cross comes to be recognized, on author- 
ity of the Word of God, not merely as 
the place where a good man died but the 
place where the Son of God offered up 
his life, 

“That we might go at last to Heaven, 

Saved by His precious blood.” 

HuntTINGpoN, Pa, 


4 
For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD the twenty-seventh chapter of 

Matthew, beginning with verse II 
for the lesson. Tell the children that 
we must tread very softly, as we are 
nearing the cross on which our Saviour 
died, and no doubt they will be very 
quiet and reverent. Let the teacher con- 
tinue the story in a quiet conversational 
style, trying to help the members of the 
class who know the story to learn more 
of its deep meaning, and at the same 
time try to teach the facts of this im- 
portant lesson to the ones who do not 
know them. 

At the close of our last lesson we left 
our Lord in the hands of his enemies. 
They had a pretended trial, and because 
he told them that he was the Son of 
God they said he was guilty of death, 
and gave him over to Pilate the Roman 
governor. Luke says they told Pilate 
that the Lord had forbidden them to give 
tribute to Czsar, saying that he was 
King. Pilate asked: “Art thou the King 
of the Jews?” The Lord answered, 
“Thou sayest it.” The class will remem- 
ber that the wise men had asked, “Where 
is he that is born King of the Jews?” 
In many ways the Saviour had let the 





Jews know that he was their King. How 
many of the class remember what he 
said about giving tribute to Czesar? 

The rulers accused him of many things, 
but after saying that he was King, he 
did not answer them. Pilate had never 
seen a prisoner who did not try to prove 
that he had-done nothing for which to be 
punished. Now he was. trying One who 
had done no sin, but was about to die 
for the sins of the world — yet said noth- 
ing. 

Pilate knew at once that the Lord Jesus 
was not guilty. As he always set a 
prisoner free at this feast, he offered 
to free the Saviour, but the people asked 
for Barabbas, who, among other sinful 
acts, had committed t-irder. Then the 
governor asked: ‘What then shall I do 
unto Jesus who is called Christ?” They 
answered, “Let him be crucified.” When 
Pilate saw how furious the Jews were, 
he consented, and washed his hands, say- 
ing that he was innocent of the Lord’s 
blood. Ask the class if washing his 
hands in water could make the governor 
innocent. ‘He released Barabbas, and 
after scourging the Lord Jesus gave him 
into the hands of four soldiers to be cru- 
cified. The scourge was a whip made 
of cords with sharp pieces of iron fast- 
ened to the ends. It was used by a 
strong soldier, and the iron cut into the 
flesh. 

Because the Lord was to be put to 
death for being King of the Jews, the 
soldiers took him into Pilate’s palace. 
They put a crown of thorns on his head 
and clothed him in a robe of purple, the 
color kings wore. They put a reed into 
his hands for a scepter, and, kneeling 
before him, mocked him, saying, ‘Hail, 
King of the Jews!” Then they spit upon 
him and took the reed and smote him 
upon the head. Explain to the class that 
these soldiers were heathen men. They 
were accustomed to putting men to death, 
and had become hard and cruel. But they 
were not as guilty as the men who had 
rejected their King, and the people who 
now reject him as their Saviour. After 
they had mocked him, they put his own 
clothes on him, and, laying his cross 
on his bruised shoulders, led him out to 
be crucified. On the way they found a 
man named Simon, and made him carry 
the cross. Ask the children if they think 
Simon was glad he carried, the cross for 
the Saviour. Perhaps they can tell you 
who, besides the Lord, was crucified that 
day. A long time before Isaiah had writ- 
ten of him, “He was numbered with the 
transgressors.” 

After nailing the Saviour to the cross, 
the strong soldiers thrust the cross into 
the ground and left him there to die, 
while they sat under his cross and di- 
vided his garments among themselves. 
The rulers railed on him, and one of the 


robbers spoke roughly to him. The sun | 
would not shine on man’s wickedness, so | 


the earth was dark from noon until 
three o’clock in the afternoon. Then the 
Saviour cried out, “My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me?” The chil- 
dren will remember that God had said, 
“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased.” But God is holy and can- 
not look upon sin, so he turned his face 
from the Son while he was on the cross 
bearing the world’s sin. This was the 
last drop in the Saviour’s cup of suffer- 
ing. His work was finished: He asked 
the Father to receive his spirit, and bowed 
his head and died. 

The rulers and the multitude had asked 
Pilate to crucify their King. Still there 
were some who loved him, and were 
grieved at his suffering and shame. His 
disciple John stood right by the cross. 
His mother. was there, too, and some 
other women who loved him. 

Joseph, a rich man, asked Pilate for 
the body of the Lord.. He wrapped the 
torn, bruised body in a clean linen cloth, 
and laid it in a new tomb. A great stone 
was rolled in front of the tomb. 

The rulers pretended that they were 
afraid the disciples would steal the Lord’s 
body, so they asked Pilate to seal the 
grave and have soldiers to watch it until 
the third day. So here we leave our 
Lord who loved us. 

Sing “On the Cross.” 


Curnton, S. C. 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson Is Taught This Week 


Beginning: The sign of the cross. 

Discussion: Let teacher (or one of the 
fellows) sketch the outline of the cross 
on the blackboard and demonstrate the 
figure as shown here; this should evoke 
some pertinent questions and comments. 

Objective: That we may appropriate 
the blessing of the cross. 














AY, fellows, of all emblems, the cross 

is the most universal— most fre- 
quently seen. It is used in many designs 
and for many purposes, but that for which 
it has come to be universally accepted as 
a sign is the atonement of Jesus Christ 
for the sin of the world. Many volumes 
have been written and spoken of the cross 
of Christ. It stands as the symbol of a 
transaction that we may study all our 
lives and never exhaust its meaning, for 
it reaches from the snowy heights of 
God’s justice to the unfathomable depths 
of the Father’s love; and it reaches from 
the vileness of man’s sin to the ines- 
timable value of man made in the image 
of the Creator. 

I want you to look at this sketch of the 
cross, fellows, to get at least one view 
of how it represents the infinite wisdom, 
justice, love, and power of God, exercised 
for you and me —and for all the world, 
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At the top, God’s justice. It is the 
head of the cross. Like an Alpine peak 
it is pure white with snow, in sheer 
loftiness of a rarified atmosphere. Not 
the tiniest speck of dust or impurity could 
rest there. No defiling molecule could 
reach it. By a strange coincidence in 
dividing the syllables of the word to give 
it a title, we read, “God’s just ice,” and 
that is the way many look upon God the 
Father —all coldness and austere judg- 
ment. That is a mistake. When Philip 
asked our Lord to “shew us the Father,” 
the Lord Jesus answered, “He that hath 
seen me hath seen the Father.” It is 
true, God’s infinite justice cannot brook 
sin, even in the slightest form, but one 
should never look at God’s absolute jus- 
tice without looking also at his boundless 
love. 

And this brings us to the foot of the 
cross to look upon his love. It is fathom- 
less. Even as the figure of the cross 
shows no bottom, so is it impossible for 
us to sound the depths of the love of 
God. But it is sufficient for us to know 
that it reaches down deep enough to find 
man at his lowest—in his vilest sin; 
and upward it bears him to meet and sat- 
isfy divine justice —in the atoning death 
of Christ on the cross. 

Out on one arm of the cross is man’s 
sin. The direction of sin, you see, is away 
from God — fleeing from his justice and 
spurning his love. But on the other arm 
of the cross figure is indicated man’s 
value in the sight of God. Only in the 
cross can we ever get an idea of man’s 


e 
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Listen 


—“the problem of 
class unpreparedness 
has been solved”— 


That is what one teacher says about it. 
to her hearty 


words as to what 


value in God's sight. 


MAY 31, 1930 


It would almost ' this mightiest deed ever accomplished on 


seem in the figure that such value would earth; and third, this most blessed doc- 


offset man’s sin. But there comes down 
God’s justice between, and would forever 
separate, were it not for that warm, 


| welling tide of love coming up through 


the cross, supplying that which takes the 
place of the law—even grace. For 
“where sin abounded, grace did much 
more abound” (Rom. 5:20). The longest 
extension of the cross is the love ex- 
tension. It overcomes all else. It wipes 
out sin and satisfies justice. It supplies 
the wedding garment, and man clothed in 
the righteousness of Jesus Christ comes 
into the picture, very valuabl:, even as 


| God designed him to be in the beginning. 


It is all made possible by that for 
which the cross stands. All these meet 


| in the cross. 


So, fellows, let’s lift up our hearts in 
praise to God for the cross, because the 


trine that through this deed 
| brought home to God. 


1. Did we believe in this death only 
as an event, a tragic “happening” or mis- 
carriage of human justice, it must still 
move us to love for very pity’s sake — 
that One so good should die so cruelly. 
From the garden to that last cry from 
the cross is just one heartbreak after an- 
other that men can fail so, that cunning 
and cowardice and cruelty can wreak such 
vengeance on purity and perfect love. 


2. Let us help them to realize that this 
was nlo mere tragic accident of men’s 
misdoing. However black is the charge 
we must bring against those whose hatred 
or weakness conspired to such ruthless 
brutality, we have the inspired revelation 
that his death on the cross was a deliber- 


we are 





Lord Jesus was willing to be nailed to it | ate and divine deed on the part of Jesus 


ist} 7 ; « tea? . : .- | Christ. It was something he had deter- 
Christian Youth has done for her class: for you and me; let's praise him for his | fined to accomplish at Jerusalem, of 
infinite justice, because it helps us to | whales fos spoke calmly, plainly, repeatedly 
understand the heinousness of sin; let's <s: te aneel enuate toward’ sts black 

‘*CHRISTIAN YoutH has been received with tre- praise him for his great love because it | 


Shrink we know he did, as we 


. Stes | shadows. 
gave Christ; and last of all for Jesus | hear his prayer in the garden, but he 


mendous enthusiasm by my class of high school 





girls. 
has been solved. 


‘““The girls are gladly 


enables 
Saviour commanded.’ 


lesson departments, 


Therefore the problem of unpreparedness 


‘Study to shew thyself approved,’ because, as 
one girl said, ‘CHRISTIAN YOUTH makes the lesson 
so interesting and Christianity so practical.’ An- 
other said, ‘The department ‘*‘ What to Look Up’’ 
me to search 


‘*CHRISTIAN YOUTH is indeed wonderfully Scriptural, 
not only ‘rightly dividing the word of truth,’ but 
is practical and instructive. 


‘*Our home work consists of studying the following 
‘Since Last Week,’ ‘What 
to Look Up’ and looking up the references, ‘The 
Lesson Within the Lesson,’ ‘ Daily Readings,’ and 
answering the questions in 
As each section is studied a check mark is placed 
by it. . . At the end of the month, the papers 
are taken up, and for each paper that has been 
thoroughly studied a star is placed in the girl’s 
year book,—a small book in which a monthly 
record of home and memory work is kept.’’ 


This teacher’s happy experience may be 
duplicated in your class or in your school. 
She gladly shares with you her method,— 


and you may have the paper for each of 
your boys or girls ata moderate cost. 


Will You Try It? 


following the exhortation 


the Scriptures as the 


‘Can You Answer.’ 





For 10 cents each, 
can be supplied with 


enclose 
for ten weeks, at 10 cents each. 


Name 


Christian Youth is more than a lesson-help. 
Christian Endeavor topics, news of stirring 
acquainted! Single copies, 75 cents a year. 











ten weeks at the trial subscription rate. 


Just fill out and mail the attached coupon 


obit ttt ttt ttt ttt TTT TTT TTT TthThTthThTeeefeeEeLLLCLCLLCLLCLCLCOCOCCOUL TL 
The Sunday School Times Company 
323 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia 


I'd like to see what Curisrian Youtu can do for my class, so I 


NEPENCItH Osseo esse ROO en reece eetarcce copies to be sent to me 


TORR OR eRe ee eee ee eee eee eee eeeeeeees 
eee eee eeneeeeereeeeeeeesesrene 


52 cents a year. 


your teen age pupils 
CuRIsTian Youtu for 


5-31-30 


POPPER E REET EEE SOOO E SEES EMSS EERE EEESEEED SEereeese 
PPO M HEHE HSER ERE eee Hee EEE EOS SESE STOO TEER SSaeeeeeeeee 


It has fine stories, fascinating Bible puzstes, 
interest from mission fields, etc. Better get 
Five or more in a package to one address, 




















re, 





Christ himself by whose stripes we are 
healed (1 Pet. 2: 24). 


GREENSBORO, N, C. 
w 


Can Your Class Find 
the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 

tions will be found in the issue of 
CuHRISTIAN YOUTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson materia! in the current 
issue of CHRISTIAN YouTH, which is 
the new weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and. practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CHRISTIAN YouTH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THE SuNbay 
ScHoo, Times. 

If your class is not yet taking the new 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a -pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. What was the full inscription placed 
over the head of the Lord Jesus on the 


| cross? 


2. Why did the Jews try to have it 
changed? 

3. Would the chief priests have believed 
on Christ had he come down from the 


| cross? Why? 


4. How may we know that the darkness 
at noontime was not due to an eclipse of 


| the sun? 


5. What two drinks were offered to 
Christ during the crucifixion? How did 
they differ? 


6. How did Christ’s death differ from 
every other death? 


ye 
Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

A meditation: 

u. “This is Jesus the 
Jews.” 

2. “The Son of man came... to give 
his life.’’ 

2. “This is my body, which is broken 
for you.” 


King of the 














oe HE Cross — an event, a deed, a doc- | 


trine” — which? or all? How utterly 
inadequate our best words are, as we, 
too, sit and watch him there whose blood 
is our redeeming! (Matt. 27: 36.) 


did not turn back for even one instant. 
Read his own words concerning his ap- 
proaching death in John 10:11, 15, 17, 
and 18, and see also Luke 9:31 and 51. 
Truly for this cause came he into the 
world, that he might accomplish this 
very death, as a ransom for many. 

He met death in the full possession of 
his human powers, refusing that which 
would have dulled his mind as well as 
his pains (Matt. 27:34). He met it in 
full consciousness of his divine powers, 
refusing to call upon them for his release 
from his captors (Matt. 26:53, 54). 
Mere man may have died suffering as 
much, physically, as did “Jesus the King 
of the Jews,” but none ever met such a 
death, with release at hand, with such 
entire denial of self. 


3. This was enough to make that Ro- 
man officer who watched it all cry out, 
“Truly this was the Son of God,” but 
“we believe it was for us he hung and 
suffered there.’ We cannot wholly ex- 
plain— “we may not know, we cannot 
tell” altogether how his suffering love and 
shed blood redeem us from the very sin 
that nailed him to that cross. 


I know not how that Calvary’s Cross 
A world from sin could free: 

I only know its Matchless Love 
Has brought God’s love to me. 


Neither do we know how our returning 
love can even faintly express itself for 
such a love as this, but since we do know 


There was no other good enough 

To pay the price of sin, 
and since so “dearly, dearly has He 
loved,” then 


We must love Him, too, | 
And trust in His redeeming blood, 
And-try His works to do. 


Home Study 


“The Death of the King” is the 
strangest of all our entries into this out- 
line of his life, but so it was written over 
his cross. Can you enter just one point 
that is convincing to you under each of 
these three heads we have thought of to- 
day: “The Cross— (1) an event, (2) a 
deed, (3) a doctrine’? 

Rasun Gap, Ga. 


wd 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for June 8) 


1. Is not this (and those on the cross) the 
only prayer of Christ recorded in its actual 
words, except those uttered for others’ sake? 
The record that he prayed we have: repeat- 
edly, but the words of his personal prayers 





| are given only in these cases. 


2. Was it not the supreme stress of spirit 
that forced the very words out in audible 
tones —the “anguish to the very point of 
death,” as Weymouth translates it? 


3. The drops of bloody sweat, and the 
ministering angel sent from Heaven so to 


, Strengthen him that he might endure not 


hearts of our girls to see with us—' 


first, this climax event of the crucifixion 
of Jesus the King of the Jews; second, 


, only this, but yet more such agony. 
But we must try to help these young , . 7 


4. May not those sleepy three have been 
sufficiently awake to observe and hear this 
much at least of their Master's suffering, 
so that afterward th.y told it? Surely he 
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Lesson for June 15 
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would not have done so in any of those! Notice in verse 19 he says that he was 
post-resurrection interviews. Then, too, we | “serving the Lord with all humility of 


must not forget that the Gospels are in- 
spired (God-breathed). The Holy Spirit 
was not limited, in recording events, to eye- 
witnesses. 

5. Only when in the wilderness of the 
great temptation do we read that “the angels 
ministered unto him’ (Mark 1: 13 and Matt. 
4:11), as did this one in Gethsemane, 
though we read that Christ said he might 
have more than twelve legions of angels 
sent to his aid, if he asked for them (Matt. 
a6: 53). 

6. In his attempted defense with the 
sword. 


7. It was not premeditated, and was with- 
out the evil motive that actuated Judas. He 
had not deliberately yielfled himself as an 
instrument of Satan. 


8. It evidently inspired him with fear that 
he would be recognized and punished by 
the court attendants. 

9. Because of his acquaintanceship with 
the high priest. 

10. By adequate preparation. It is said 
that the Battle of Waterloo was won in 
Lord Wellington’s tent two days before it 
was fought. 

11. Prayer. 

ie: "43 TR Gray 

13. There is no sin but is under our ob- 
servation, at least for a brief instant, before 
we commit it. By watching we may detect 
the menace at greater distance and be led 
to pray. Forewarned is forearmed. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





June’ 22. How Jesus Made Leaders of His 
Disciples. Mark 1:17; 5: 18-20; 6:7; 
Acts 1:4, 8 

June 29. Great Missionary Leaders. Eph. 
939, Se gs te<ag: 

July 6. Joys amd Dangers When Away 
from Home. Gen. 28: 10-22. (Consecra- 
tion meeting.) 


July 13. Worth-While Hobbies. Psa. 8 : 3-9. 





Sunday, June 15 
How Great Leaders Served Their 


Generation 
(Acts 20: 17-35; Eph. 3: 14-19) 





Mon.—A great priest (Gen. 14 : 17-24). 
Tues.—A leader in faith (Gen. 12: 1-9). 
Wed—A maker of a nation (Exod. 3: 


7-10). 
Thurs.—A practical dreamer (Gen. 41: 
14-36). 
Fri—A warrior-leader (Josh. 1 : 10-18). 
Sat—An awakener (Matt. 3: 1-12). 











ne, | 


How did David serve his generation? 
How did Wesley serve his generation? 
How did Edison serve his generation? 


GROUP of patriotic citizens had ar- 

ranged an entertainment for a num- 
ber of soldiers during the World War. 
At the close of the entertainment one of 
the soldiers was asked to propose a vote 
of thanks. He arose and said: 

“We are very grateful for the amuse- 
ment afforded us tonight. We appre- 
ciated all the musical talent brought for 
our enjoyment. But we are off to the 
front tomorrow, and I do not know how 
to die, —I am not prepared to meet God. 
I only wish there had been something 
here for our souls.” 

Ye 

Do we stop to realize that there are 
billions of men and women in the world 
today who do not know how to die? 
Many of them before tomorrow will slip 
out into eternity. What kind of leader- 
ship is going to count most,—the kind 
that ministers to their physical or men- 
tal well-being for a few years, or per- 
haps only a few days in this life, or the 
kind that will bring them into vital touch 
with Christ and thus prepare them for 
eternity : 

He 


Our Scripture lesson shows what Paul 
thought about his life work. His words 
challenge the Ephesian elders to show 
wherein he had’ failed in his service for 
them, but they also revéal the reason 
why he could utter such a challenge. 





mind, and with many tears, and tempta- 
tions.” Then in verses 26 and 27 he calls 
them to witness that he is guiltless from 
the blood of all men, “for I have not 
shunned to declare unto you all the coun- 
sel of God.” Only as he had faithfully 
served God was he able to serve his fel- 
low men to the greatest degree. 

Read Paul’s commission to the Ephesian 
leaders in verses 28 to 35 of Acts 20. 
Their leadership, he tells them, is to 
be one, not of advantage or glory, but 
of loving watchful service and ministry. 
It is to be executed under and by the 
grace of God, who alone is able to build 
them up and strengthen them for the 
work to which he has called them. This 
same truth is reflected in our second 
Scripture lesson. Observe what Paul is 
praying for for the Ephesians, — it is not 
honor and power and glory, but that they 
might be strengthened according to the 
riches of Christ and that Christ may 
dwell in their hearts and that they may 
be rooted and grounded in love. 

ye 

Contrast such leadership with that of 
Napoleon or Frederick the Great or 
Catherine of Russia. These were great 
and magnetic leaders, able to fire their 
followers to high pitches of enthusiasm 
and daring. Yet to what did they lead 
them? It was merely to ruthless con- 
quest and glory that the world is fast 
forgetting. Paul’s influence is reaching 
out in ever widening circles throughout 
the world, and is still strengthening and 
encouraging and helping men and women 
and boys and girls, because he was will- 
ing, first of all, to serve God and, under 
his direction, serve his fellow men. 

yg 

David was another of God’s leaders 
whose unselfish service has had an untold 
influence on the world. He was used by 
God as an instrument to weld together 
and strengthen Israel. He was a bril- 
liant general and leader, yet his greatest 
quality of leadership was that he was a 
man after God’s own heart. David made 
mistakes and committed some grievous 
sins, but he led the people to God, and 
as long as David was on the throne the 
nation served and worshiped Jehovah. 


YS 

John Wesley has left his indelible im- 
print upon mankind. He was used by 
God to turn the thoughts of men from 
a dead formalism into a living faith. 
The influence of his life is felt today 
not merely in the great Methodist de- 
nomination of which he was the founder, 
but it has inspired and quickened Chris- 
tians in all Christian denominations the 
world over. 

ye 

When we think of outstanding men of 
modern times, such as Thomas Edison 
and Marconi, we are amazed to realize 
how far-reaching has been their influence. 
Within comparatively few years we have 
seen living conditions transformed by 
electricity, the electric light, wireless 
telegraphy, radio, and the like. But after 
all, amazing though these improvements 
may be, are they comparable with the 
spiritual influences of such men as Paul, 
David, Wesley? Do the physical com- 
forts of life draw men closer to God? 
We appreciate them and. enjoy them, 
but do we live better lives because of 
them? All too often the more comforts 
we have the more,we forget God. 

Consider for a moment! When you 
come before the judgment seat of Christ 
to give account for the deeds done in the 
body, whose record would you rather 
have opposite your name, —that of Dan 
Crawford, through whom thousands in 
darkest Africa have “seen a great light,” 
or that of Thomas Edison, through whose 
efforts thousands bask in artificial light 
and enjoy the conveniences and comforts 
of the Age of Electricity ? 


What true qualities of great leadership 
may I show in my own life? 


Have I yielded my life to God’s direction 
and control ? 


Am I willing to be used of him to lead 
others to know him? 


PHILADELPHIA, 





A French Bible Conference 


ie THE Basses-Alpes, a beautiful sec- 
4 tion of Southeastern France, lies the 
interesting town of Digne, known to many 
Americans as the scene of Victor Hugo’s 
“Les Miserables” rather than as a place 
included on the average itinerary of the 
tourist. Perhaps the very fact of its 
being off the beaten track of American 
pilgrimage makes it the more attractive 
to the Christian traveler in France, espe- 
cially when he knows that it is the scene 


of a missionary enterprise of the most | 


definitely evangelical type, carried on en- 
tirely by faith, The French South-East 
Evangelical Mission is headed by two 
devoted Huguenot Christians, M. and 
Mme. Henri Contesse, already known to 
many readers of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Times. Besides a beautiful little combined 
hospital and home for the aged, called 
La Sympathie, which has recently been 
constructed by their efforts, and an evan- 
gelical family magazine called La Bonne 
Revue which they publish, M. and Mme. 
Contesse conduct an annual conference at 
Digne. To this confe:ence, which this 
year is to be held September 3-9, M. and 
Mme. Contesse extend a most hearty in- 
vitation to all American Christians who 
happen to be in France this summer. 
Mme. Contesse writes: 

We are sure they would be interested in 
this corner of the Master’s field, and through 
their visit they would cheer and encourage 
some lonely workers. The speakers will in- 
clude Christian leaders from Switzerland, 
Belgium, and England, as well as France. 
You will be glad to hear that the missionary 
hospital is more than full now, and we 
are unable to receive all the applicants. God 
has blessed many souls in it, and, as the 
people of this country are beginning to take 
up this work in earnest, our hopes in build- 
ing the hospital are daily being fulfilled. 
This will encourage all our dear American 
friends, to the glory of our Almighty God 
and Father. 


Mme. Contesse mentions a young man 
who came to their hospital with not the 
slightest previous knowledge of the Gos- 
pel, but who, from the day of his arrival, 
has come under the influence of God’s 
Holy Spirit through the atmosphere of 
the house. Two blind women of Jewish 
origin have been the means of bringing 
other blind people to hear the Gospel at 
the meetings. Another patient, a Ro- 
man Catholic woman from Geneva, in 
deep moral distress, had recently to be 
advised to take a room outside and: come 
to La Sympathie for her meals and the 
daily meetings, so crowded has the hos- 
pital already become. 

A bed in La Sympathie costs $12 a 
month; the support of a forsaken child, 
$10 a month; and the board and salary 
of a nurse, $30 a month. Gifts may be 
sent to the D. M. Stearns Missionary 
Fund, 147 West School Lane, German- 
town, Philadelphia, which acts as Treas- 
urer for the American Committee. All 
information as to the work or about the 
conference in September, such as rail- 
road connections and accommodations at 
Digne, will gladly be given if requests 
are addressed to Henri Contesse, Villa 
Jonquille, Digne, France. 


vg 
News of Annie Johnson Flint 


‘Fu beautiful devotional poems of 
Miss Annie Johnson Flint, many of 
which formerly appeared in THe Sun- 
DAY SCHOOL TIMES, are well known to 
Christian people the world over. A let- 
ter has recently come to the Times from 
Miss Ruth G. Winant, who has fre- 
quently given readers news of Miss Flint, 
in which she writes as follows: 


Sometimes when I have written. you about 
Miss Flint I have done so reluctantly, as 
she was so desperately ill. This time, how- 
ever, Miss Flint has gotten through the win- 
ter with only one serious setback. 


She then speaks of a letter from Miss 
Flint that tells of a slight improvement, 
and continues: 


This letter was followed by inflammatory 
rheumatism on top of arthritis, and acute 
pain for two weeks, accompanied’ by high 
fever. The doctor’s constant attendance 
was a matter of expense, and little has been 
coming in of late for our friend. 

The friends who helped to give Miss 
Flint her radio will be happy to know how 
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much pleasure she gets out of it, although 
it is _a small set and she cannot get 
WEAF or WJZ on it. She wrote me of 
Byrd’s message as follows: 

“I wonder if you heard the Byrd broad- 
cast Tuesday morning. It was not very 
clear, but I got some of it, and the whole 
thing was thrilling... . Another thing that 
struck me was the fact that Byrd was 
speaking on March 12, in New Zealand, and 
yet we heard him on the 11th here; and I 
thought of the promise, ‘Before they call, 
I will answer.’ It all seemed so wonderful 
and yet people take it so much as a matter 
of course!” 

Miss Flint then mentioned one of the 
speakers who said he would like to say a 
word for the benefit of all materialists who 
might be listening in, those who insist on 
sight or reason before they can believe any- 
thing; and he asked them, in view of the 
indisputable fact that he was speaking to his 
friend across 12,000 miles of space, being 
heard by him and answered by him in the 
same moment, what there was to prevent 
the prayer of faith from going up to God 
and being heard by Him. This modern 
miracle, he said, people were quite ready. to 
believe, but refuse to believe the Bible. 

Two days ago I had a postcard from Miss 
Flint written in her own hand, tbe first I 
have had in nearly two years. She wrote 
her first to her sister, and her second to me, 

In another she speaks of very few or- 
ders coming in, and of being “short’’ finan- 
cially. Friends who would like to help her 
in any way may write or send checks to her 
direct at Clifton Springs, N. Y. 
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What a place 


to tone up 











Come to Chalfonte-Haddon Hall. 
Snooze on the Ocean Deck. 
Breathe the tonic ocean air. Ride. 
Golf. Play squash. Punch a ba 
in the gymnasium. Take an all- 
over sun-bath, or a health-bath 
under expert supervision. 

You will be amazed at your 
new capacity for food. And a 
little ashamed of your capacity 
for sleep. 

New Haddon Hall is bright and 
modern. Here you will find that 
informality that makes perfect 
relaxation possible, that air of 
things well done that range a 
sense of perfect well-being. We 
will be glad to send you more in- 
formation. There is a Motoramp 
garage for your convenience. 


American and European Plans 


Chalfonte- 
Hall 
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“ASBURY COLLEGE 


WILMORE, KY. 
‘* In the heart of the far-famed Blue Grass’’ 


Lewis Rosrson Akers, D.D., LL.D., President 


A STANDARD COSMOPOLITAN “A” 
GRADE COLLEGE, enrolling the past year 
students from forty states and nine foreign 
countries. 

THE COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS 
provides fourteen majors leading to the degree 
of 

A DYNAMIC CENTRE OF SPIRITUAL 
POWER for those contemplating Christian 
service at home and abroad, noted for its 
fidelity to Methodist standards, for its good 


fellowship and unusual spiritual atmosphere. 
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PROPHECY 


An accurate Scriptural study. Tracing 
the Messiah through the Old and 
Should be in the 
hands of every Bible loving Christian. 
SENT FREE. Write to 





Christians of this Gospel 
favored land should be in- 
terested in the 





Evangelization of others, 





That these may have fel- 
lowship with the Father 
His Son, and fellow saints 














New Testaments. 


Christian Witness to Israel, Inc. 
2248 Westchester Avenue, New York City 
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( For Family Worship ) 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


June 9 to 15 
Mon.—Luke 23: 13-25. Jesus Condemned. 


There have been millions of Piiates in 
the course of time. Like the first Pilate, 
they have never found any fault in Christ. 
Pilate tried to evade the question, “What 
shall I do with Jesus?” by sending him 
to Herod. But it was Pilate’s question. 
It is your question, Pilate could have 
acted up to the evidence that convinced 
him that Christ was innocent. So can 
you. But Pilate, in order to save his 
favor with Cesar, to hold his governor- 
ship, condemned the Lord. For the sake 
of a dishonest business, for social gayety, 
for cards, dancing, and sensual theatricals, 
many are sinning as Pilate did. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for funds 
to admit and care for Italian children 
in the Spesia Mission Orphanage; for 
equipment for the new center at Prato; 
for the scattering of the Scriptures 
throughout Italy; for all the workers 
(the Rev. H. H, Pullen, Case Alberto, 
Spesia, Italy). 

Tues.—Matthew 27 : 33-44. Jesus Crucified. 


“Jesus crucified is the true touchstone 
revealing what the world is: ‘The peo- 
ple stood beholding’ in stolid indifference ; 
the rulers, who wanted religion, but with- 
out a divine Christ crucified for their sins, 
‘reviled’; the brutal among them mocked 
or railed; the conscious sinner prayed; 
the covetous sat down before the cross 
and played their sordid game. The cross 
is the judgment of this world (John 12: 
31)."—Scofield Reference Bible, page 
IT10, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for 
monthly visits of missionaries of the In- 
land South America Missionary Union 
workers to Bemberg, Argentina; for the 
conversion of the Borovo tribe; for early 
converts among the Nhambiquara tribe; 
for Marcas Andina at Concordia and 
Julio O’Shanahan at Posadas, faithful 
native workers; for administrative prob- 
lems (113 Fulton Street, New York 
City). 

Wed.—Matthew 27 : 45-56. 
Jesus Laying Down His Life. 

Why did a God of love forsake the 
only sinless Man who ever lived? (v. 
46.) Three times the Father had spoken 
from Heaven to say, “This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased.” The 
only answer is that this was substitution 
—yicarious atonement. He who knew no 
sin was being made sin for us (2 Cor. 
5:21). Satan hates this so awfully that 
he has introduced Modernism and other 
false cults among mankind as a most 
efficient method for combating this vital 
truth of the Gospel. 

Prayer Suacestions: Pray for Dr. 
and Mrs, Charles Ernest Scott, of the 
Presbyterian Board, at Tsinanfi, China, 
and their evangelism under present war- 
time difficulties; for their children, one 
of whom is studying at the Moody Bible 
Institute; for all missionaries in, China. 


Thurs.—Luke 23 : 50-56. Jesus Buried. 


The death of the Lord Jesus Christ is 
the great central fact of the Church. It 
was the sign of the prophet Jonah ful- 
filled. It was a unique death, for the 
body saw no corruption. In those three 
days in Joseph’s new tomb, the Lord 
tasted death for every man (Heb. 2:9), 
and removed its sting (1 Cor. 15:55). It 
was through death that he was able to 
overcome him that had the power of 
death. He arose from this grave with 
the keys of death and Hades at his girdle 
(Rev. 1:18). 

Prayer SuGcestTions: Pray for the 
tour of Manipur State by a group of 
Spirit-aroused native lead. ; of the North 
East India General Mission; pray for 
the village of Senvawn where lived the 
chief who first sent for the missionaries 





after he had found a Gospel of John; for 
the visit of the General Secretary, Mr. 
H. H. Coleman, to this village; for the 
children; for solving administrative prob- 
lems (1213 Pennsylvania Building, Phila- 
delphia). 

Fri—John 10: 7-18 A Voluntary Death. 


The Father loves the Son because the 
latter voluntarily lays down his life and 
voluntarily takes it again (vs. 17, 18; 
Luke 23:46). “It is,” says Archdeacon 
Watkins, “as though the salvation of man- 
kind had called forth a new relation of 
love between the Father and the Son.” 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
new church in Cartago, Costa Rica, 
C. A.; for Mr. and Mrs. Albert Stradling, 
and Mrs. D. G. Casseres; for all the 
workers of the Central American Mis- 
sion and of the Latin American Evangel- 
istic Campaign. 

Sat.—Romans 5: 1-11. A Vicarious Death. 


Faith in Christ as our Substitute jus- 
tifies us, and results in peace with God 
and a hope that carries us through tribu- 
lations. These the unsaved never share. 
In the New Testament, men are said to 
be “justified by grace” (Rom. 3: 24); “by 
faith” (Rom. 5:1); “by works” (Jas. 2: 
21). This is the only place where men 
are said to be “justified by blood” (v. 9). 
Grace is the source of justification, faith 
the condition, works the evidence, blood 
the means. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for Bali, 
Lombok, and Sumbawa, unevangelized 
inlands of the Dutch East Indies, recently 
visited by the missionary-statesman-ex- 
plorer, the Rev. R. A. Jaffray, of the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance. He 
says there is not a native there saved by 
the precious blood among a population of 
1,750,000. 

Sun.—Psalm 22: 1-5, 14-19, 27, 31. 
The Cry of Anguish. 

“Why were the fathers, though faulty 
and sinful men, delivered when they cried 
to Jehovah, when the sinless One, whose 
delight had ever been the Father’s will, 
was forsaken of Jehovah in the extremity 
to which perfect obedience had brought 
him? ... The difficulty is a real one. For 
if mobs and despots and bigots are su- 
preme in authority over perfect goodness, 
then God has resigned or is a myth. 
There is no supreme ruler. ... It is 
eternally right that God, in Plato’s phrase, 
should rivet together sin and suffering. 
. . - But in Jesus Christ was no dross 
of Adamic nature to which suffering 
might justly be rivetted. .. . If the cross 
meant only a supreme manifestation of 
divine love, then the Father could not 
have been absent. But if Christ was in- 
deed the Sacrifice for the guilt of the 
world, then indeed we may understand 
that God could not associate himseli with 
human guilt, and that the forsaken One 
suffered the forsaking that we might 
never be forsaken.”—C. I. Scofield. 

Prayer SuccestTions: Pray for per- 
secuted Christians in Russia. Every Bap- 
tist preacher in Great Russia has been 
exiled, and the persecution is reaching 
into the Ukraine and White Russia. The 
prisons bordering on the Black Sea are 


filled with hundreds of missionaries. 
Many have died for their Christian faith. 
4 
Biola 


he A recent letter Mr. Ralph C. Norton, 
of the Belgian Gespel Mission, wrote 
from California to the Editor of the 
Times as follows: 

“IT have made a careful study of the 
situation at the Bible Institute of Los 
Angeles, and I rejoice to know that I 
can give it the most unqualified endorse- 
ment. I have been profoundly convinced 
from the very first time I came here 
that God has placed this Institute in 
the most strategic place on the Pacific 
Coast, and in one of the most strategic 
positions in the world, particularly so in 
relation to the Pacific Ocean and the 
countries that bound it, and I believe 
that is the reason Satan attempted 
to shift it from its moorings. 

“But, thank God, it is back on the solid 
rock, and I give it my heartiest endorse- 
ment and am going to do everything in 
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my power to make friends for it and in- 
duce people to give toward it in a large 
way. As you know, they are carrying a 
very heavy debt, and I would to God that 
his people might come up to the help of 
the Lord against the mighty in this great 
undertaking. I say again, I believe that 
it means more for the Pacific Coast and 
Pacific countries than any other institu- 
tion on the coast, and that it. stands on 
a par with any other like institution in 
the United States. I believe, too, that 
the success of this Institute will weigh 
more for the kingdom of God than we 
can dream.” 








FIGHT THE LIQUOR EVIL 


With Your Money While it Brings You 
AN INCOME FOR LIFE 
Forces of evil are making a huge effort to 
nullify the 18th Amendment. You can now 
let your dollars join in this righteous 
fight -without losing the income from 

your money. Qa 
ANNUITY BONDS 

May be purchased in amounts of $100.00 

T and up. Every one knows the 
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Woman's Christian Temperance Union 
@ | to be sound and worthy. Since 1874 it 
has been constant in its great aim, 
Send for Information NOW 
You should know more of how your 
money can do so much good and still 
bring you up to 9% according to age. 
Mrs. Margaret C. Munns,Treasurer, 
1730 Chicago Street, Evanston, Ill. 
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THE WILTSHIRE 


IN ATLANTIC CITY 


Offers the type of homelike hotel that 
readers of The Sunday School Times 
would naturally choose. The Wiltshire 
is centrally located,— the first hotel from 
the Boardwalk on Virginia Avenue. 
The rates are suitably moderate. May 
we send you an illustrated description — 
Booklet S.T. 2? 


Samuel! Ellis Estate, Owners 


J. BIDDLE ELLIS, Managing Director 
Atlantic City, N. J. 























Stony Brook 


ScuHoot for boys. Offers well-bal- 
anced academic, recreative, charac- 
ter training. Prepares for college or 
business. Christian influence. Ac- 
int credited. Seven modern buildings on 
} pag) 35-acre campus. Two athletic fields, 
: | ; F ymnasium, swimming. Write for 
The last lap 1 fustrated catalog. 


The Headmaster, Box S, Stony Brook, Long Island, N.Y. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 
for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add 5@ cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 

Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in the United States and Possessions, 
Mexico, Cuba, and some Central and 
South American countries. These rates 
include postage. 

75 cents—One copy, or any number 
less than five, 75 cents each, per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to one address, 52 cents each, 
per year, 

The Sunday School Times Company 

323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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